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The ‘We Are Bearwood’ Street Festival on 11 June was acclaimed as a major success by those 
who flocked in their thousands to enjoy the music, food, sunshine and street theatre. 

The general feeling was a big ‘thank you’ to the organisers and volunteers who gave their time 
freely to make it all possible…and ‘let’s have more’!!! 

Photos here by kind permission of the brilliant Ken Harrison photography.

Bearwood's 1st street festival 
declared a major success!



Open to Labour Party members and non-members: tickets email bob.piper@gmail.com

July the 8th…. 
put this date in 
your diary 
We are inviting you to a 
multicultural festival in the 
Thimblemill library. 

Poetry,music,Latin American 
folklore, music, dance and food. 
Some eastern european culture, 
dance and music. 

Come and enjoy it. 
It is great to embrace other 
cultures and people. 

We are a very diverse 
community. 

Don't forget: 
July the 8th 
2:00pm - 8.00pm
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Beautiful Bearwood Front Gardens 
There is no Bearwood front garden competition this 
year, but instead the organisers are asking people to 
send in photographs of their gardens and email it to 
bearwoodfrontgardens@gmail.com, or drop a copy 
to the library or the Warley Woods pavilion, and the 
best will be exhibited at a special celebration event 
on 1st October in Lightwoods House.
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“I’m 40 this year and it’s time to help those who need 
it most,” says Bearwood’s Paul Benton on his just 
giving page. So, he embarked on a rigorous eight 
month training regime   culminating in August with a 
six day trek to the summit of Kilimanjaro (5895m), all 
in aid of Great Ormond 
Street Children’s 
Hospital. 

With a month or so to go 
he has pledges of nearly 
£5000 of his £7000 
target. He’s doing great 
in every respect, he’s 
already tackled 
Snowdonia and the Wolf 
Run as he prepares and can often be seen at the gym at 
Thimblemill Baths, often encouraging others to join him, 
but what he’s doing is not for the feint hearted. 

Paul’s renowned for his generosity of spirit, humour and 
his commitment to whatever he takes on. Still, there’s a 
giant gulf between wanting to help from your armchair, 
and deciding to tackle Tanzania's Kilimanjaro, the 
highest peak in Africa. What he could expect from his 
gigantic climb?  

"We arrive at base camp in Tanzania on the 22nd of 
August, with just a few hours to check our kit and get 
some rest before beginning the ascent on the 23rd." Paul 
said. "It takes six days to reach the summit, we're 
increasing our altitude by 1000m per day. On Summit 
Day we'll do 14 hours of hiking, beginning at 1am, to 
reach the top at sunrise. Allowing time to begin our 
descent." 

Paul works for the Whitbread company and the proceeds 
from the climb will go to the Premier Inn Clinical building 

Whitbread supports at the Great Ormond Street 
Children's Hospital. The Clinical building consists of 
seven floors which includes a Surgery Centre together 
with state-of-the-art operating facilities. It will contain 48 
inpatient beds and span Level 6 of the Mittal Children's 
Medical Centre. 

The new inpatient wards will include spacious bedrooms 
and bed bays where a parent or carer can stay by their 
child's bedside in comfort. So after a child returns to the 
ward following an operation, their parent or carer will be 
able to stay with them overnight as each single room 
contains a sofabed and an en-suite bathroom. 

Paul's two daughters attend primary school in Bearwood 
and are thrilled that dad is climbing Kilimanjaro. It's a 
mountain, in Africa, after all. 

So... what is he gonna do when he gets back down? 
"That will be time for a really good beer," says Paul, a 
virtual teetotaler since training began in January. "And... 
a day off before I have to get back to work!" 
Pledge your support to Paul by visiting his Just Giving 
page, details here: 
 https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/paul-benton2 
Read more about the GOSH Premier Inn here http://
www.premierinn.com/gb/en/why/gosh-childrens-
charity.html 

(Photo of Kilimanjaro by Muhammad Mahdi Karim)

5000m High and Rising - Support Bearwood's Paul Benton as he treks 
up Kilimanjaro to support Great Ormond Street Children's Hospital
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