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Community take action over 
Bearwood Road begging

Local residents, angry about the 
numbers of beggars around 
Bearwood Road who behave 
aggressively and behave in a 
drunken and drugged state, are 
taking action to deal with the issue. 

The residents are arranging to print 
and distribute thousands of leaflets 
urging people not to give money to 
beggars to waste on drugs and 
alcohol, but if they have money to 
spare, offer to donate to homeless 
charities. 

Gavin Dring, who came up with the 
idea on the Bearwood Facebook 
page said, “This is not about 
persecuting the homeless, and 
certainly not those in genuine 
need. But these people aren’t 
homeless. Our aim is to help get 
people off drugs and stop residents 
being conned out of their money. 
The police and homeless charities 
have offered to help these people, 
but they refuse because they get a 
regular cash for their habit.” 

Gavin told people on Facebook 
about one person he observed 
begging on Bearwood Road, 
openly preparing his drugs in front 
of passers-by. and when spoken 
to, stopped, shuffled off, but within 
a short space of time was spotted 
harassing pensioners claiming he 
had lost his bus pass.  

There have been numerous 
complaints to the council and the 
police over the amount of begging, 
and the manner in which it is done 

in recent months. People say they 
have felt intimidated by people 
“offering” to return their shopping 
trolley or approached aggressively 
for money for bus fare. 

The police and Police Community 
Support Officers say those 
genuinely in need have had offers 
of accommodation and assistance. 

Abbey Ward Councillor Bob Piper 
said, “I’m sure the 
vast majority of 
people would offer to 
assist those in 
genuine need. We 
also know there is a 
real problem with 
people who are 
finding it difficult to get 
assistance. However, 
these genuine cases 
are also suffering 
because of the 
behaviour of those  
who do have access 
to hostels and other 
accommodation and 
yet continue to feed 
their habits with this 
aggressive begging.  

“I think those who 
have taken this 
initiative should be 
applauded.” 

The leaflets will give a 
reference to 
Streetlink, a charity for 
the homeless in the 
area.  

The response to the post on 
Facebook there has been 
overwhelming with a number of 
people offering to help with printing 
or distributing the leaflets.

One of the designs for the planned leaflets

What you can do to help 
the police.  
See Page 4



This independent community 
event is back in Bearwood for 
the third year and will be 
hosted again by Thimblemill 
Library on Sunday, 27th 
August between 12 – 3pm. 

Organised by local resident Khakan 
Qureshi, a keen baker himself, the 
Bearwood Bake Off attracts a wide 
range of entries and has seen 
several worthy winners over the 
years and no doubt, this year will be 
no exception. 

Khan says, “You don't have to be a 
professional, just have a passion or 
ability to bake. Or make this 
competition an opportunity to try. All 
you have to do is either bake a cake 
or cupcake(s) at home and bring 
them into the venue. 

“The competition is FREE to enter 
and there are several PRIZES to be 
won! So we look forward to hearing 
from all you budding bakers.” 

There are 2 categories – Children 
under 12 years old and for those 
aged 12+/Adults. 

There will only be one winner in 
each category. 

You can pick up an application 
form from Thimblemill Library or 
email: 
khakanqureshi@gmail.com

The Bearwood Bake-Off is back…

A young winner (on the right)
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 Warley Woods gets green flag award (again)
Warley Woods, managed by 
the Warley Woods Community 
Trust, is among a record-
breaking number (1,797) of 
parks and green spaces that 
has been given a prestigious 
Green Flag Award. For Warley 
Woods it is the 9th 
consecutive year they have 
achieved Green Flag status. 

This international award, now 
into its third decade, is a sign to 
the public that the space boasts 
the highest possible 
environmental standards, is 
beautifully maintained and has 
excellent visitor facilities. 

Viv Cole, Trust Manager said: 
“We are absolutely delighted to 
receive a Green Flag Award for 
the ninth year running from 
Keep Britain Tidy. It recognises 

and highlights that 
local people are 
benefitting from a 
green space of the 
very highest quality. 
We have now been 
managing the site 
for 13 years and our 
staff and volunteers 
are very proud of its 
track record of high 
standards.” 

Trust Chair and Abbey Ward 
councillor Steve Eling said, “This 
award is a tribute to the 
countless hours put in by our 
volunteers in helping to ensure 
we have one of the finest 
parklands in the country. It also 
gives a recognition to the hard 
work put in by Viv and the staff 
on a daily basis. At a time when 
local authorities are under 

tremendous financial pressures 
it is great to see such a local 
commitment to helping to 
maintain our parks.” 

Warley Woods Community Trust 
will be proudly flying its new 
2017-18 Green Flags at both 
entrances shortly.

Putting the Bears in Bearwood
The Mayor of Sandwell, Councillor Amadul Hague welcomed the Big Sleuth Bears to 
Bearwood last month. Three of the 100 hundred full-sized bears have been located at 
the bus station, in Lightwoods Park and in Warley Woods near the fountain. In 
addition, local mosaic artist Caroline Jariwala’s Sweet William Bear is located in 
front of Birmingham Cathedral.



Abbey Ward councillors and 
Smethwick Cabinet Member 
Richard Marshall have had a 
lengthy meeting with Smethwick 
police about the issue of persistent 
begging in Bearwood shopping 
centre. In response, the police say: 

We are issuing a Community 
Protection Notice to new 
beggars. In the past this has 
helped to disperse them. 

Persistent offenders will receive 
a Criminal Behaviour Order 
prohibiting specified acts. 

If the courts refuse to issue a 
CBO we will apply for civil 
injunctions against the main 
offenders, which requires a 
lesser burden of proof. 

In the long term we will look to 
work with the council to 
establish zones where we can 
work together to obtain 
injunctions preventing specific 
offences. 

What the Police need? 

 We need members of the public 
to report these issues, we need 
times, dates, descriptions, what 
was said and how it made them 
feel. I know some of the community 
know the names of the beggars, 
this is all important in building our 
investigation around CBO's and 
Civil Injunctions. 

 Can I ask the community to 
report this to our Smethwick 

Town email account which 
gets checked daily. 

The email address for the town is: 
Smethwicktown@west-
midlands.pnn.police.uk  

Due to current demand can we 
ask that you don't call 999 or 101 
and create a log unless there is a 
risk or harm occurring at the 
time. We can’t physically attend 
all of the calls or ring these 
callers back. 

 We will look to hold a public 
meeting in the next few weeks so 
we can listen to concerns and 
discuss how we are moving forward 
on the matter in hand.

Dealing with complaints of persistent begging

Thimblemill Library
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