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 Lightwoods - Open for business!
It is just under 7 years this 
month since after Lightwoods 
Park and House were handed 
over to Sandwell Council. 
Last month the House has 
been formally opened 
following a major Council and 
Heritage Lottery fund 
restoration.

It was back on the 20th 
November 2010 when over 
2,000 Bearwood people turned 
out to celebrate the success of a 
long campaign to bring the park 
and near derelict Lightwoods 
House under the control of 
Sandwell Council. 

Bearwood councillor, and 
Sandwell Council Leader Steve 
Eling said, “Over the years 
people had become concerned 
about the dilapidated state of 
the House, and the lack of 
facilities in the park. Although it 
was managed by Birmingham 
City Council, the park is wholly 
in Sandwell, so they had little 
incentive to invest in the park.

“As councillors we led a long 
and patient campaign to get the 
control of the park back in our 
hands. The re-opening this 
month is the culmination of 
something we have been 
struggling to achieve for about 
20 years.”

The House was opened by 
Councillor Eling and the 
other Abbey Councillors, 
Ann Jaron and Bob Piper in 
an informal Friends Group 
gathering last month, and 
the Edwardian Tea Room in 
the House will be fully 
operational this month.

There are offices on the top 
floor which have been let, 
and a number of groups are 
now operating from the 
community rooms.

The House has already 
hosted a photographic 
exhibition, and it is licensed 
for weddings. It is also 
capable of hosting seminars, 
parties, social events, or 
displays. The Council has 
always insisted that as 
budgets are cut across the 
public sector Lightwoods 
House needs to cover its 
running costs from commercial 
activities are well as providing a 
community asset. 

One of the main features will be 
the Edwardian Tea Room, which 
will also provide the in-house 
catering service. It is being 
managed by the people who for 
years ran Jonathans on the 
Wolverhampton Road, one of 
the areas most celebrated 

restaurants. It will be open for 
teas, coffee and snacks, but can 
also provide a range of meal 
options.

Cutting the ribbon Photo from Ken Harrison

Inside, photos of 
Lightwoods before 

and after the 
restoration



Lightwoods, before… and after!



Thanks to Richard Marshall for the pictures.



Bearwood Action for Refugees Procession of Light

Bearwood Action for Refugees and We are 
Bearwood are hosting the second annual 
community Procession of Light in Warley 
Woods on Saturday 14 October, 6pm.  
Following last year’s successful and 
popular event, the community of Bearwood 
will be coming together once again to 
spread messages of hope, solidarity, 
friendship and welcome.  In partnership with 
We Are Bearwood and Near Neighbours all 
are welcome to join the procession uniting 
families, community groups and those of 
different faiths for a torch-lit walk through 
the woods.   

Meeting at The Fountain at 6pm, bearing 
torches to light their way, the procession will 
make its way to The Pavilion where it will 
culminate.  Representatives from all faiths 
will be present and speakers from local 
charity Brushstrokes Sandwell, local 
Councillor Ann Jaron and Preet Kaur Gill 
MP will speak on the importance of 
friendship, welcome and hope within our 
local community.  We also welcome 
Brandhall Community Choir who will 
perform a selection of songs and will be 
joined by a choir of children from local 
schools. 

The weekend before Diwali, the 
procession’s symbolism will be manifold.  
Smethwick Craftivistas are holding 
workshops, funded by Near Neighbours, 
with a number of different community 
groups in the run up to the event. They 
have also created a tutorial that people can 
use to make their own torch lantern at home 
to project their very own messages and light 
pictures into the twilight that can be 
downloaded from https://
bearwoodaction.wordpress.com/
procession-of-light.   At the culmination of 
the procession, torch beams, light pictures 
and messages will join together to create an 
installation of light. 

A free lantern-making workshops run by the 
Smethwick Craftivistas will take place 4 – 
5.30pm in Warley Woods Pavillion prior to 
the procession for those wanting to make 
their own torch lantern.  If schools and 
groups want to discuss how they can get 
more involved they can e-mail via 
bearwoodactionforrefugees@gmail.com. 

Last year over 200 people attended the torch-lit procession 
followed by speeches from Councillor Ann Jaron and Preet 
Gill, together with faith leaders.

https://bearwoodaction.wordpress.com/
https://bearwoodaction.wordpress.com/


Activities in Lightwoods House
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