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A planning application to 
convert some of the space 
above shops at the Hagley 
Road end of Bearwood Road 
into bedsit flats has sparked 
controversy on social media. 

The planning application seeks to  
to extend the former Shoezone 
shop at the rear of the shop and 
also create bedsits in the area 
above the shop. There have been 
questions about the suitability of 
the premises. It has also been 
criticised for the number of flats 
involved in the conversion, the 
inadequate kitchen facilities and 
the lack of existing on-road 
parking facilities in the area. 

The proposal would mean the 
former Shoezone store would 
contain 11 individual bedsits, all 
with en-suite bathrooms, but with 
only two relatively small kitchens 
for communal use. 

As soon as the details of the 
application appeared on the 
Bearwood Facebook Page 
(incorrectly stating there would 
only be one kitchen) the 
controversy began. A number of  
people raised concerns that the 
accommodation would be a 
‘Hagley Road-style hostel’ and it 
would be detrimental to the 
shopping area and would affect 
local house prices.  

Others argued that it would be 
preferable to have the homeless 
in bedsits instead of sleeping on 
the pavements. Also, if the bedsits 

were of a 
sufficiently high 
standard and 
properly managed 
they could be a 
benefit the area by 
attracting more life 
to an area that 
badly needs it. 

Abbey Ward 
Councillor Bob 
Piper said, “As a 
member of the 
planning committee I can’t be 
seen to pre-judge any decision on 
the application. I will say though 
that I think converting some of the 
space above the shops could 
bring some positive benefits to the 
area as the residents will shop, 
dine and drink in the area which 
could help to stimulate the local 
economy. Also, we shouldn’t 
forget that there are already quite 
a few flats above shops along the 
whole of Bearwood Road, and 
there is no evidence of them 
being a problem. 

“The important thing is to ensure 
that if these plans are going to be 
a  useful addition to the area we 
need to ensure that the buildings 
are properly converted for living 
space, and that they meet the 
building regulation requirements. 
We also have to prevent 
overdevelopment and make sure 
the property developers are not 
trying to cram too many 
households into too small a 
space.” 

A spokesperson for the 
developers said on the bearwood 
Facebook Page they intend to 
convert the properties to high 
quality accommodation for young 
professional people and provided 
a link to their other properties: 
http://fielddaydevelopments.com/
developments/  

The planning application would 
also see the frontages of some of 
the shops improved and 
standardised, thereby making the 
shops themselves more attractive. 
It also emphasises that retail use 
would be retained in the units. 

You can see the full planning 
application on the Council 
planning website, and there is an 
opportunity for residents to submit 
comments or objections. To view 
the plans, follow this link: https://
webcaps.sandwell.gov.uk/
publicaccess/
simpleSearchResults.do?
action=firstPage 

Controversy over planning application 
for Bearwood Road bedsits
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Street Festival 2019 
The We Are Bearwood 
community group are starting 
a consultation about holding 
a street festival in Bearwood 
in 2019. 

The consultation kicks off with a 
drop in session at the Coffee Crew 
coffee bar on Sunday 18th March. 

People who are interested in 
volunteering at the event, or are 
involved in the arts in some way, or 
those who want to know more 
about it or share ideas are 
welcome to pop along and take 
part or listen. 

The June 2017 Street Festival was 
a major success with thousands of 
people turning the area near The 
Bear in to a massive sunshine 
street party, with music, stalls and 
things for kids. 

But these events don’t ‘just 
happen’. They require a 
tremendous amount of time spent 
planning and organising, and are 
dependent on a host of volunteers 
on the day helping to set up and 
making sure things run smoothly. 

If you can help, drop in on 18th 
March. For more details go to:  
http://www.wearebearwood.org/
blog/2019-festival/

Sandwell Garden Waste 
recycling Collections will 
restart for 2018 this 
month. 
The first collection will be 
on 2nd March, and then 
every fortnight after that.
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THE gruesome killing of the friendly shopkeeper found in a 
shallow woodland grave on Lovers’ Lane, West Bromwich, 
on Easter Sunday 1957 sounds like a storyline from the 
quaint rural detective drama Midsomer Murders. 
But the sinister unsolved murder of Frederick Jeffs was a 
crime that shocked inner city Birmingham and remains a 
mystery more than half a century later. 
Now, Graeme Rose, writer, director and great nephew of 
Fred Jeffs is creating a piece of local theatre based on 
people’s memories of the case. Fred was from Quinton, and 
back in the ’50's frequented the Abbey pub in Bearwood. 

• Did you, or any of your friends or relatives know Fred 
Jeffs? 

• Were you familiar with his sweet shop or the Quentin 
area? 

• Or are you just interested in the local history of the 
area?

Who killed Fredrick Jeffs?

If you have any information or want to find out more, drop in to Thimblemill Library on: 

Wednesday 14th March 10am-1pm or Friday 16th March 10am-1pm 

or e-mail Graeme Rose via graerose@gmail.com

Are you registered to 
Vote? 

Your name must be on the 
electoral register if you 
want to vote in the next 
local elections in Sandwell 
on Thursday 3 May 2018. 
The deadline for registering 
to vote in the 2018 local 
elections is Tuesday 17 April. 

You will need your National 
Insurance number and your 
date of birth - and it only 
takes five minutes. 

You can register on line, or 
change your details here: 
https://www.gov.uk/register-
to-vote
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