
Plans to convert the former 
Shoezone premises on Bearwood 
Road into 11 self-contained bedsit 
apartments were rejected 
unanimously last month by 
Sandwell Council’s Planning 
Committee. 

Residents from Herbert Road, 
which backs on to the shops raised 
a series of concerns at the 
committee about the proposals, 
including issues around  safety, 
overcrowding and parking. 

The developers insisted their plans 
were for high class conversions 
suitable for young professional 
people. 

Abbey councillor Bob Piper, who 
moved a rejection of the plans, 
stressed that he wasn’t opposed to 
converting the upper floors of the 
Bearwood Road shops for living 
accommodation. “As Ward 
Councillors we welcome the fact 
that some of these premises could 
include residential properties, in 
fact, a small number already are. It 
can help with the regeneration of 
the area, and make the shops 
themselves more viable. Having 
said that, I am not convinced that 
these particular proposals are 
appropriate. 

“Eleven flats, with no communal 
living space other than two 
relatively small shared kitchens  
just smacks of trying to squeeze a 
quart in to a pint pot.  

“In addition, I have 
serious concerns 
about the access to 
these apartments. The 
entrance is from an 
unlit access alley at 
the rear of the shops. 
Any attempt to secure 
the ally with gates 
wold have to involve a 
large number of 
retailers and would 
need some lighting. 
The lighting in itself would impinge 
on the properties on Herbert 
Road.” 

One other concern voiced was  
around parking issues associated 
with the development. Herbert 
Road resident John Kelly told the 
Committee, “The developers can 
say that these properties are for 
young professionals using public 
transport, but how realistic is that? 
Are we seriously expected to 
believe none of the ‘young 
professionals’ will own cars? That 
none of them will have visitors to 
their flats who are car users? It just 
isn’t credible. 

“The immediate area around 
Bearwood Road is already a 
nightmare for people trying to park. 
If these plans were approved, 
given the numbers of people who 
could be shoehorned above other 
shops along the same strip of 
shops, we could be faced with 
dozens and dozens of people 
trying to find a space.” 

The developers insisted their 
history was of well managed 
properties, and these would be the 
same. They also said the flats were 
for single person occupancy. 
Planning Committee members 
doubted that this could be 
enforced, however. 

The developers will now have to 
decide whether to appeal to the 
Government’s Planning 
Inspectorate to try to overturn the 
Council’s decision. 

Cllr. Piper said, “You can never 
predict what a remote Inspectorate 
based in Bristol will make of plans 
that come before them. Hopefully 
they will listen to people who would 
have to live with the disruption and 
inconvenience these proposals 
would cause to existing residents. 
By far the best outcome would be 
for the developers to sit down with 
local residents and councillors and 
try to come up with some 
proposals that will work for 
everyone.”
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LIVE MUSIC TO INSPIRE AND ENJOY 
 

 

Thimblemill Library, Smethwick 

 Thursday 24
th

 May 2018 
Tickets: 

 £4.00 or £2.00 concession 

 

 

Tickets - £x available from the library or by phone 

0121 569 429 2039 or email 

Thimblemill_library@sandwell.gov.uk  

 

 

An intimate evening of songs from the musicals including Les 
Miserables, The Jazz Singer, West Side Story and Billy Elliot.  

We’ll also be performing classic covers from the likes of 
Motown, the Drifters, Elton John, Andy Williams, Neil Diamond 

and many more.  
 



Sandwell Council is backing 
moves by the Local Government 
Association to enable local 
authorities to issue on-the-spot 
fines for parking on the 
pavement. 

Councillor Steve Eling told the 
full council meeting last month 
that far too many inconsiderate 
motorists are parking cars 
blocking pavements. “It 
inconveniences pedestrians, 
and can force parents with 
buggies in to the road, as well 
as causing major problems for 
people with disabilities. At the 
moment councils outside of 
London can fine motorists for a 
limited number of offences 
unless they use traffic regulation 
orders to ban pavement 
mounting in specific areas - but 
that takes a lot of time and red 
tape. At the moment it comes 
down to the police to issue 
obstruction fines, and their 
resources are massively 
stretched as it is. 

“But in London, councils have 
been fining pavement parking 
drivers for 40 years. Motorists 

are banned from 
leaving their cars on 
kerbs unless a 
London borough has 
given them 
permission to. The 
Local Government 
Association is now 
calling for the rest of 
England and Wales 
to be given the same 
powers.” 

This isn’t aimed at raising 
revenue, and any new powers 
would have to be used sensibly. 
We fully recognise in an area 
like our Ward in Abbey, for 
instance, that roads were 
designed in a different era, 
when there wasn’t anything like 
the ownership levels we have 
now.  

A spokesman for the the LGA 
said, “Pavement parking and 
damaged pavements is one of 
the biggest complaints from 
pedestrians,” said an LGA 
spokesman.“In addition, 
repairing kerbs, verges and 
pavements damaged by 
pavement parking is expensive 

at a time when councils 
continue to face huge funding 
pressures as a result of further 
cuts to funding from 
government. The money spent 
on this would be better used to 
plug the £12 billion roads repair 
bill we currently face as a 
nation. 

“Councils would carefully 
consult with communities before 
banning pavement parking and 
this is done sparingly in 
response to concerns which 
they have raised. This will 
enable them to better protect 
vulnerable pedestrians and 
provide a more consistent 
approach for all road users.”

Call for crackdown on illegal parking



Dawn Chorus Walk 
Saturday 5th May 

5am

This is a lovely time to be up and listening to the birds, and the walk will again 
be led by Matt Hadlington, one of our volunteers with lots of knowledge about 
birds. Cost £3 for adults, children free includes hot drinks afterwards. No need 
to book - just turn up to the Pavilion!

Warley Woods, Lightwoods Hill entrance 
May19th 10am-2.00pm 

Spring is here, and it’s time to get planting. 

You can find some treats at the Warley Woods fundraising 
plant sale.  

If you’ve got to any spare plants, or too many seedlings or 
cuttings, you are welcome to drop them off at the Pavilion any 
time in the week before the sale, or you can bring them along 
on the on the day as well.

If you go down to the woods….



 

Notice Board

Tuesday 29th May 
Jurassic Crafts 

10.30-11.30 
 

Wednesday 30th May 
Family Yoga with Paul 

10.15-11am 
 

Family Film Club 
2.30-4pm 

 
Thursday 31st May 
Magic Russ and 

Dave the wonder Dog 
Children’s Entertainer 

11am-11.45am 
 

Friday 1st June 
Superhero’s 

come and meet 
Spiderman, Iron Man, 

Wonder Woman and the 
Pink Power Ranger 

2.30-4pm 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

Thimblemill Library 
WHAT’S ON  

Thimblemill Road, Smethwick, West Midlands, B67 5RJ 
Telephone 0121 429 2039, Email: thimblemill_Library@sandwell.gov.uk May 2018 

 
Opening Hours 

 
 

Monday        9am-1pm 2pm - 6pm 
Tuesday       9am-1pm 2pm - 6pm 
Wednesday 9am-1pm 2pm-6pm 
Thursday     9am-1pm 
Friday          9am-1pm 2pm- 6pm 
Saturday     10am–4pm 
 

 
 

 

Monday 
Born to Move 
Fun exercise  

for 2-3 year olds 
9.45am - 10.15am 

 
Sling Library 

Social group for parents 
11.30am - 1.30pm 

1st Monday of the month 
 

Sing and Sign 
Using Makaton 

2pm-3pm 
 

Tuesday 
Rhythm and Rhyme 
Music and fun for little 

ones 
10am – 11am 

 
Wednesday 
Story Hour 

For 0-3 year olds 
9.30am - 10.30am 

 
Chess Club 

For all ages and levels 
4pm - 5.30pm 

 
Friday 

Messy Play 
Creative session for 

Children under 5 years 
9.30am - 11am 

 
Semi Quavers 
Children’s Choir 

Ages 5 - 11 years 
£2 per week 
5pm - 6pm 

 
  
  
  

 

Encore 
 Live music to inspire and 

enjoy 
 

An intimate evening of songs 
from the musicals including 
Les Miserables, the Jazz 

singer, West side Story and 
Billy Elliot.  

Also classic covers from the 
likes of Motown, the Drifters, 
Elton John and many more 

Thursday 24th May 
7pm for 7.30pm start 

Tickets: 
 £4.00 or £2.00 concession 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

         
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

CHI KENPO KARATE 
Phil 07887711738 

Monday           4-5pm & 5-6pm 
Wednesday    4-5pm & 5-6pm 
Friday              6pm-7pm 
Saturday         3-4pm 

£12 for four weeks 
 
 
  
 

 

Film Club 
Enjoy a movie with us 

Saturday 12th May 
Starts 7pm 

Activities for Children 
 

May Half Term for 
Children 

 
Theatre & Music 

 

Table Top Sale 
Sunday  
20th May 

11am-4pm 
 


