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Concerns over Mosque planning application
A planning application for an
Islamic Worship Centre on
Bearwood Road has angered
residents concerned about traffic
and parking in the area.
The planning application states
that the Centre which would open
between 6am to 10pm, and
anticipates attracting up to 250
worshippers for Friday prayers.
The proposal to convert the former
Nicholas Brimble solicitors office
on Bearwood Road, (pictured
right) will be considered by the
Council’s planning committee on
3rd October.
When residents heard of the
proposal on the Bearwood
Facebook Page they bombarded
the page with comments about the
unsuitability of the site, particularly
with regards to parking and traffic
congestion.
Local residents group Merrivale
Road Together were so concerned

about the plans they
organised a public
meeting at the Windsor
Bar on Bearwood
Road, and despite the
short notice over 100
people turned up.
Abbey Councillor Bob
Piper told the meeting
that the planning
department had
already had a large
number of objections to
the application, but
they had also received
some correspondence in support
of the application as well. On that
basis the decision will be taken in
October after the planning
committee members had visited
the site to see the location.
“I want to make it clear,” Bob Piper
told the meeting, “the concerns
about this proposal are nothing to
do with it being an Islamic centre,
nor a place of worship. If someone
had lodged an application to

convert the site into a bingo hall,
with 250 people descending on it
for a ‘jackpot’ session on a Friday
lunchtime, I think the reaction
would be exactly the same. There
are simply not enough parking
spaces now to cater for a
shopping site and a large
residential population, and any
major influx would be intolerable.”
Jo Sweet from Merrivale Road
Together said they had prepared
petitions which would be
submitted to planning, and she
also urged people to make contact
with the planning officers by letter
or e-mail emphasising the level of
opposition.
“Bearwood Road is a busy
thoroughfare and with a local
primary school just opposite which
already leads to major parking
problems. The end of Merrivale
Road has had to be converted in
to one-way on safety grounds, and
people should stress that in their
objections,” Jo added.

The packed meeting at the Windsor Photo via Merrivale Road Together

Bedsit plans rejected by
planning committee
Proposals to convert the space
above the shops on Bearwood
Road in to anything up to 100
bedsits was unanimously rejected
by Sandwell Council’s planning
committee last month.
The plans for the shops between
the bus station and Anderson
Road were opposed by the police
who said they thought the
proposals could damage social
cohesion and lead to increased
crime and anti-social behaviour.
Highways officers also expressed
concerns over parking issues in
already congested streets.
Residents from Herbert Road told
the committee that the entrances
via staircases and a rear alley
meant their properties would be
overlooked, and with little external

communal space would
lead to residents
socialising on platforms
directly overlooking their
gardens.
Abbey councillor Bob
Piper, who stepped
down from the
committee in order to
support the residents
objections, said “We shouldn’t ask
the police for their views if we are
then going to totally ignore them.
They were supposed to be the
experts on crime and anti-social
behaviour.” Cllr Piper added that
putting this many residents in so
small an area was tantamount to
building a block of flats with no
infrastructure or supporting
amenities.

The committee resolved to refuse
the applications on the grounds of
concerns over too many bedsits,
insufficient parking, and the
impact on surrounding properties.
The property developers indicated
they would appeal the decision to
the Planning Inspectorate based
in Bristol, and the Inspectors
would have the final decision.

The Girl from
Guildford Street
Growing up in the Birmingham Back to
Back houses 1957 – 1968
A talk by local author Gina Maddison

How to use iPads
6 week course
Starting Wed 19th September
2.00pm-3.30pm

Join us for talk and afternoon tea and
cakes

Thursday 27th September
2pm at Thimblemill Library, Thimblemill
Road, Smethwick B67 5RJ
Free event!

In this 6-week series we start from basics and
go through the key features and apps on iPad,
focusing on the things that we know are
important to those who are new to the iPad
Perfect for those who are new (or relatively
new) to the world of technology.
iPads will be provided
Thimblemill Library
Smethwick B67 5RJ
0121 429 2039

Dog Day afternoon at Warley Woods
Sunday 9th September
Warley Woods 11am-4pm
A day that is truly "All About Dogs".
The event centres around a family pet dog show with categories like Waggiest Tail and Best Trick. Then there are
demonstration and advice sessions from Hannah Molloy of PawfectDogsense (very soon to be seen on tv in a
special series Dog School).
Trainers from Warley and District Dog Training Club will be on hand to offer advice as well and they can take dogs
through their Kennel Club Bronze Award free of charge. This year we will have special flyball demonstrations and a
demonstration from Guide Dogs for the Blind. Lots of stalls of doggy and non-doggy merchandise and other pet
charities will be at the event. The dog show runs throughout the day and there will be repeats of demonstration.

Dog Show throughout the Day
Hannah Malloy - Pawfect Dogsense - advice &
demonstrations
Warley & District dog training club
Guide dogs for the blind demonstration
Lichfield Flyball Club - flyball demonstration

Breakfast Lego Club

Thursday morning Yoga
With Paul
Thimblemill Library
9.15-10.15am

Start your day with this gentle Yoga!

Every Saturday
Thimblemill Library
10.30-12pm
Come along and create your own Lego
models
A weekly drop-in club for Lego lovers - with
breakfast
Eat and Create!

Notice Board
Thimblemill Library
WHAT’S ON
Thimblemill Road, Smethwick, West Midlands, B67 5RJ
Telephone 0121 429 2039, Email: thimblemill_Library@sandwell.gov.uk

Activities for Children
Monday
Born to Move
Fun exercise
for 2-3 year olds
9.45am - 10.15am

Activities for Children
NEW!
Lego Club
Lego Club, Love Lego? Like to
create new design and get
creative?

Every Saturday

Sling Library
Social group for parents
11.30am - 1.30pm
st
1 Monday of the month
Sing and Sign
Using Makaton
2pm-3pm
Tuesday
Rhythm and Rhyme
Music and fun for little
ones
10am – 11am
Wednesday
Story Hour
For 0-3 year olds
9.30am - 10.30am
Chess Club
For all ages and levels
4pm - 5.30pm
Friday
Messy Play
Creative session for
Children under 5 years
9.30am - 11am
Semi Quavers
Children’s Choir
Ages 5 - 11 years
£2 per week
5pm - 6pm

10.30-12pm

CHI KENPO KARATE
Phil 07887711738
Monday
4-5pm & 5-6pm
Wednesday 4-5pm & 5-6pm
Friday
6pm-7pm
Saturday
3-4pm
£12 for four weeks

Opening Hours
Monday

9am-1pm 2pm - 6pm

Tuesday

9am-1pm 2pm - 6pm

Wednesday 9am-1pm 2pm-6pm
Thursday

9am-1pm

Friday

9am-1pm 2pm- 6pm

Saturday

10am–4pm

Afternoon Tea
With
The Girl from Guildford Steet
Talk by local Author
Gina Maddison
Thursday 27th September 2pm

September 2018

Music

Frontier Ruckus
Saturday 15th September
Thimblemill Library are delighted
to bring Michigan's finest alt-folk
purveyors. The group's catalog
can be most consistently
classified as folk rock with a
strong verbal emphasis.
Doors open at 7.30pm & music
will commence at 8.00pm.
Limited Earlybird tickets available
at only £8.00 (£5.00
concessions).
General Advance tickets & on the
door entry will be £10.00 (£7.00
concessions).

The Soul Providers
Saturday 1st September
The soul providers are a 9
piece- 60s soul band
Doors open:7pm-7.30pm
start
Tickets £4.00 or £2.50
concessions
New to Thimblemill library
how to use Ipads
6-week course
Starting
Wednesday 19th September
2.00pm-3.30pm
In this 6-week series, we start
from the basics, and go through
the key features and apps on
iPad, focusing on the things that
we know are important to those
who are new to the iPad.
Ipads provided

Film Club
Enjoy a movie with us
Saturday 8th September
Starts 7pm
vdubois@blueyonder.co.uk

