
The controversial planning 
application to convert a former 
office building Bearwood Road 
into a place of worship was 
withdrawn just hours before the 
application was due to be go 
before the council’s planning 
committee. 

Following discussions with local 
residents and planning committee 
members on a visit to see the site 
on the afternoon of the meeting, 
the applicants decided to withdraw 
their application. 

Councillor Bob Piper said, “The 
residents and the applicants spoke  
about the traffic and parking issues 
around the site, and the Mosque 
representatives accepted the site 
could not accommodate 250 
people arriving for prayers. 
However, the Mosque 
representatives claimed this was a 
mistake in the application and that 
they anticipated no more than 80 
worshippers using the building at 
any one time. They also said they 
were providing around 20 parking 
spaces at the site to accommodate 
those who did not live locally or  
who could not get there by public 
transport. On hearing this, the 
council’s planning officers advised 
them that if their planning 
application was incorrect they 
should withdraw it before going 
ahead at committee.  

“On that basis I would anticipate 
that it is their intention to submit a 
revised planning application 
application,” Bob Piper added. 
“One thing that was evident on the 
site visit was the amount of traffic 

chaos caused by people attending 
the site visit itself. A number of the 
worshippers attended to lobby the 
committee, and it was evident that 
even these numbers caused 
severe problems. 

Sandwell Council Leader Steve 
Eling said, “I am not a member of 
the planning committee, so this 
isn’t really my decision and I don’t 
want to be seen to interfere in the 
process, but it is easy to see the 
problems this application would 
cause.  Having said that, I have 
met some of these people and they 
appear to be genuinely nice people 

who are just looking for a venue to 
practice their religion. I would like 
to see if there is a way the 
problems associated with their 
existing site near Windmill Lane 
could be resolved. Whilst I 
appreciate the planning application 
for those premises has been 
refused both by the council’s 
planning committee and the 
national planning inspectorate, I 
don’t know whether all measures 
have been considered to alleviate 
or mitigate the problems at that 
particular site and I think it 
deserves more consideration.”

      Bearwood e-BulletinThe

News from your Abbey Ward Labour Councillors                                                       November 2018

Mosque application withdrawn at last minute

Congratulations to everyone 
associated with Warley Woods 
Community Trust for one again 
finishing in the top 10 in the voting 
for Britain’s favourite park. 

Trust Manager Viv Cole said,  “After 
the counting of the 65,000 votes, 
once again Warley Woods is in the 
top ten. This makes it the third year 
in a row - each year since the new 

top ten format was adopted by 
Keep Britain Tidy. 

We are so grateful to everyone who 
voted again for Warley Woods and 
who encouraged others to vote.  
People's enthusiasm for The 
People's Park is clearly not 
diminishing as we are managing to 
make the list each year.”. 

Warley Woods in the top 10 again



Christmas starts early 
at Thimblemill Library Christmas Table Top Sale  

Sunday 25th November 
10am-4pm 

 
Art, Cakes, Christmas 
Sacks, Crafts, Floral 

Decorations, Gifts, Glitter 
Tattoos & Much More 

 

Thimblemill Library 

Thimblemill road 

Smethwick 

West Midlands 

Friends of Lightwoods Park 
& House plan relaunch at 

November AGM

The Friends of Lightwoods Park and House are 
planning to relaunch the group at their Annual 
General Meeting which will take place on 
Wednesday 28 November in the Chance Room of 
Lightwoods House, from 6.30pm-8.00pm 

Acting Chair, Sophie Tobin said, “During all the 
upheaval of the House restoration and the work in 
the park it was not really possible to do as much 
with the local community or run events as we would 
have liked, and many of our previous group have 
now drifted away or left the area.  

“But now everything is finished and settled down it 
seems an appropriate time to relaunch the group 
and try to get more people involved. We will have a 
lot of positions to fill at the AGM and we are looking 
for new people with fresh ideas to come along and 
get involved. We are looking for volunteers for 
people who may be prepared to stand for the 
following positions: 

Chairperson 
Vice-Chairperson 
Secretary 
Treasurer 
Events Lead 
Horticultural Lead 
Volunteer Manager 
Young Person Lead 
Communications Officer 

Please come along and sign up for a position 
and hopefully we can get in place a new 
Committee to take forward the work of the 
Friends group, working in partnership with 
Sandwell Council and those who look after the 
house.” 



Bonfire and Fireworks Display

Free swimming is back this 
half-term.

Children swim for free in leisure 
centres in Sandwell during school 
holidays.

Go to: www.sandwell.gov.uk/
freeswimming to register if you haven't 
already.

      Dartmouth Park in West Bromwich  
      Friday 2 November. 

5pm – Doors open 
6.30pm - lighting the bonfire 
7.45pm - firework display 

Come along with family and friends and enjoy a spectacular display.
Tickets will be sold online only at a discounted rate - admission charges adults are £5, children £3 and 
family ticket £12. Under 2s are free.

https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/whats-on/west-midlands/dartmouth-park/sandwell-bonfire-fireworks-display
http://www.sandwell.gov.uk/freeswimming?fbclid=IwAR1DLN1jLB7rjBdU0ge9v8iZc0KadUUB4BouO1Vilz0c2wnpgCFwDIkCrl8
http://www.sandwell.gov.uk/freeswimming?fbclid=IwAR1DLN1jLB7rjBdU0ge9v8iZc0KadUUB4BouO1Vilz0c2wnpgCFwDIkCrl8
http://www.sandwell.gov.uk/freeswimming?fbclid=IwAR1DLN1jLB7rjBdU0ge9v8iZc0KadUUB4BouO1Vilz0c2wnpgCFwDIkCrl8
http://www.sandwell.gov.uk/freeswimming?fbclid=IwAR1DLN1jLB7rjBdU0ge9v8iZc0KadUUB4BouO1Vilz0c2wnpgCFwDIkCrl8
http://www.sandwell.gov.uk/freeswimming?fbclid=IwAR1DLN1jLB7rjBdU0ge9v8iZc0KadUUB4BouO1Vilz0c2wnpgCFwDIkCrl8
http://www.sandwell.gov.uk/freeswimming?fbclid=IwAR1DLN1jLB7rjBdU0ge9v8iZc0KadUUB4BouO1Vilz0c2wnpgCFwDIkCrl8
https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/whats-on/west-midlands/dartmouth-park/sandwell-bonfire-fireworks-display


 
with 

the ceilidh band 
ENGLISH FOLK DANCE BAND - & caller Jono 

at 
 

THE BEAR TAVERN 
Bearwood Rd B66 4BX 

 
Sat 24th Nov 2018 - 8:00pm - 11:00pm 

(Doors Open 7:30pm - Bar until Midnight) 

For Tickets (Numbers Limited) contact Steve: 07745 893555 

or 

e: info@theceilidhband.co.uk 

 
PRICES - £6 (£5 if 2 or more tickets purchased) 

--- EARLY BIRD OFFER : £5 & £4 respectively (if bought before 11/11/18) --- 

( Accompanied children under 16 - £1 ) 

 

(£7 & £6 respectively at the door on the night - if you’re lucky) 

 www.theceilidhband.co.uk  

@theceilidhband 

AUTUMN FLING BARN DANCE 
 

Live music in Bearwood in November



 

Notice Board



 


