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News from your Abbey Ward Councillors

Taking on the Men

The first women Parliamentary candidates a 100 years ago

A new book published by a local
author tells the story of when the
struggle for womenOs rights was
fought right here in Bearwood and
Warley Woods. David HallamOs
Qaking on the MenO reveals that
just one hundred years ago the
area now known as Abbey Ward,
was the scene of the remarkable
battle for women representation
in Parliament.

Imagine a line running through
Bearwood along Thimblemill Road
and Wigorn Road. To the east was
the county borough of Smethwick, a
parliamentary constituency in its
own right. To the west was Oldbury
urban district, part of what was then
the Stourbridge constituency.

Immediately after the 1918
Armistice, the Liberal Prime Minister
David Lloyd George, called a
General Election. With days to spare
before the old Parliament was
dissolved legislation was rushed

through that enabled women to
stand in the election.

It was the first election in which
women could stand for Parliament
and despite a scramble to get
female candidates, only 17 women
were able to get onto the ballot
paper throughout the whole of the
UK, which included all of Ireland.

Remarkably, two of those
seventeen women contested the
seats which covered the area we
now known as SandwellOs Abbey
Ward, and there was another in
nearby Ladywood.

In Smethwick, there was a straight
choice between the Labour

candidate John Davison and
Christabel Pankhurst, daughter of
the suffragette leader Emmeline,

who stood on behalf of the WomenOs
Party, which supported the ruling
coalition.

Campaigning for Christabel Pankhurst in Smethwick
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FELM WITH LIVE MUSIC FROM
THE MEG MORLEY TRIO

Mary Macarthur, who had achieved
a level of notoriety when she led the
Black Country women chain makers
strike in 1912, stood as LabourOs
candidate in Stourbridge.

Ranged against them were all the
forces of tradition and rigid
conservatism, and neither of the
women actually won their seat.
Christabel Pankhurst never set foot
in Smethwick again, whilst Mary
Macarthur died three years later.

But the area we now know as Abbey,
saw political history being made at
first hand.

David HallamOs book, OTaking on
the men: The First Women
Parliamentary Candidates

19180 can be bought for £9.95 on
line from Brewins the publisher,
from the Abbey Road Post Office
(Kangs) the Warley Woods Trust
Shop by the golf course. If people
want a signed copy buy direct
from me davidhallam5@aol.com .
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Plans revealed for new Commonwealth
Games Aquatics Centre

Sandwell council has unveiled plans for a new £60m state-of-the-art aquatics centre which will host the
Commonwealth Games in 2022 at Londonderry Playing Fields in Smethwick.

Artist impressions of Sandwell Aquatics Centre show what the centre will look like. These drawings show
the layout of the new facility and where it is on the site. They also provide information on the construction
of the building.

The designs feature a 50m Olympic-sized competition swimming pool, a 25m diving pool and a studio pool
along with 1,000 spectator seats.

Alongside the swimming facilities the centre will also include:

* diving, swimming events an extra 4,000 temporary spectator seats for the Games in 2022

450 on-site car parking spaces

%

three activity studios
minimum 8-court sports hall
108-station gym

25-station ladies-only gym
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indoor cycling studio
dry driving centre
sauna/steam room

new football pitch & changing facilities
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new urban park and children's play area; and a cafZ

There is still an opportunity to comment on the design and facility mix. This will support the formal planning
application which will be submitted after the consultation period has ended. There are drop-in sessions on
Tuesday 8 January B 5pm-8pm at St MarkOs Church, Thimblemill RoadThursday 10 January B
9am-5pm at St MarkOs Church, Thimblemill Road andluesday 15 January B 4pm-6pm at Dorothy Parkes
Centre, Church Road.

Download the consultation document for more information.
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IntroducingEthe Any Book Bookclub

In January, the Any Book Bookclub will be meeting for
the fourth time. We normally meet on the second JOIN LS
Tuesday of the month, at 7.30 pm at Thimblemill
library.

As the name suggests, instead of having a single book 1
that everyone reads and which is then discussed, | would B ea FWOO d S
like to invite you to come along and share one book you
read recently that you really loved. There are no rules as A n y B OO k
to what that book could be, any genre is allowed and
indeed welcomed. So whether you like to curl up with BO O kC | U b
some romance, the latest spy thriller, the most lauded
award winning book, memaoir, science fiction, fantasy.... it
does not matter. Share it with us, you may hold to key to
someone else's next favourite read.

January Meeting at

| truly believe that every book has its reader and | love
hearing people talk about the books they love. There are
no good and bad books, just books that are enjoyed by
some but maybe not by others. If you got the book in physical form bring it along, otherwise, the title and
authors name, (maybe a screenshot of the cover on your mobile phone) will do. Each member is invited to
briefly introduce their book, what it is about and most importantly why they liked it, what made it special for
them. And then other members can ask questions.

After each meeting, the introduced books will be posted on the Facebook page (fb.me/anybookbearwood),
so you can check up the title. It will create a nice little snapshot - hopefully - of what Bearwood is reading.
Naturally, you don't have to live in Bearwood to attend.
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THE MEGC MORLEY TRIO THIMBLEMILL LIBRARY

FRIDAY
25TH JANUARY

Following the fabulous recent
show with Molly Tutlle, The
Friends Of Thimblemdl Library are
delighted to welcome back
Rachel Baiman with her tno,

comprising Cy (guitar) & Shelby
\ \ Means (bass), for some more
Oid-Time, Folk, Country &

MOMDAY 21ST JANUARY 2019 @ 7PM Americana

TO BOOK: THIMBLEMILL ROAD, SMETHWICK, BE? SRJ. PLUS SUPPORT

TELEPHONE: 0121 429 2039 DOORS 7.30PM FOR 8PM
PAV AS YOU FEEL (RECOMMENDED €£2.50 PER PERSON | €6 START

FAMILY OF FOUR)
NCKETSL8.0015.00 CONCESSON
OR £10.00/£7.00 ON THE DOOR

T RVEAT A MAYE A BAN

k

oy RN A
O 4
TOURING -


https://fb.me/anybookbearwood
https://fb.me/anybookbearwood

MONDAY 21°7

BLUE CAKE COFFEE
MORNING

10.30-12PM
BLUE PRIZE BINGO

EYES DOWN BINGO PENS AT THE
READY!

2PM-3.30PM
=
WO
THE MARVELLOUS
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Film with live music
from

The Meg Morley Trio

7PM-9PM
Pay as you feel!

TUESDAY 22'°

GENTLE RELAXING YOGA
WITH PAUL

12.15-1PM

FILM AFTERNOON WITH

REFRESHMENTS (FILM
WITH BLUE IN THE TITLE)

2-4PM

WEDNESDAY 23%°

Afternoon Talk with refreshments

SMETHWICK 1" WORLD
WAR AND LIGHTWOODS

MILATARY HOSPITAL
With local historian
MARY BODFISH
2PM-3.30PM

THURSDAY 24TH
Coffee Morning

10am- 12pm

AFTERNOON TEA PARTY
With
Ron Popple & Dave Bartley
Magic & Black Country
Comedy
1.30-3.30PM

FRIDAY 25™
COFFEE MORNING
Coffee/tea/toast
And friendly chatter!
10-12PM

BLUE QUIZ AFTERNOON
PRIZE FOR THE WINNER!

Join us for an afternoon of
general knowledge in the

Mighty Blue
iz

2PM-3.30PM

Rachel Baiman Trio
plus support

Friday 25" January
Doors:7.30pm for 8pm

The Friends Of Thamblemill Library are
cdelighted to weicome back Rachel
Baiman with her trio, comprsing Cy
{gustar) & Shelby Means (bass), for
some more Old-Time, Folk, Country &
Americana

Opening Hours

Monday fam-1pm 2pm - Spen
Tuesday Bare-1pem Zpm - Spen
Wedneaday Sam-1pm 2pes-Spm
Thursday Sam-1pm

Fridey Dam-1pm 2pm- Gpem
Savurday  10am-d4pm

x> Like us on

Facebook

: BLUE MONDAY :
:WEEK 21ST-25TH JANUARY ;

The third Monday of January
has been awarded the gloomy
title due to a combination of
post-Christmas blues, cold dark
nights
COME AND JOIN US AT
THIMBLEMILL LIBRARY!
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Notice Board

Thimblemill Library
WHAT’S ON
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Tuesday
Computer Taster Sessions

,QIRUPDO WDVWH U
EHIJLQQHUYV

2pm —3pm

Ipad class

(PDL@QRWHV LQW
VHDUFKHV DQG F|
VHWWLQJV

12pm-2pm

Wednesday
French Classes

$GYDQFHG
DP SP

 QWHUPHGLDW
SP SP

Thursday
Adult Ukulele Lessons

6FRWW
10.30am — 12.30pm

Friday
French Conversation Class
%UXVK XS \RXU )UH
QHZ FRQYHUVDWL
2pm - 3.30pm

Saturday
Music Lessons

8NXOHOH *XLWDU
/[HVVRQV IRU DGXOV
10am — 12.30pm

&DOO 6FRWW IR
LQIRUPDWLRQ

Monday
Job Club
1pm - 3pm
A free drop-in session to help

with your job searches and job
application forms

Tuesday
Steps to Work
10am - 2pm
One-to-one computer support
for job seekers
To book an appointment,
please ring
07900 903526
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Monday
Coffee Morning

JUHH FRIIHH PRU
10am-12pm

Tuesday
Book Club
6LW EDFN DQG OLV)
D FKDSWHU RU WZI
2pm —4pm

Wednesday
Gentle Exercise Class
11.15am - 12.15pm
*HQWOH H[HUFLVH
RU OHVYV DEOH RI

Adult Reading Group
7.30pm — 9pm
VWHGQHVGD\ RI WK
New
Any Book Bookclub
8th January
7.30-8.30pm

Yoga with Paul

<RJD IRU DOO OHY!
YHVVLRQ

January!

Thursday
Yoga with Paul

*HOQWOH FODVVHYV |
9.15-10.15

Friday

Knit and Natter Club
10am - 12pm

*HW FUHDWLYH PD
$00 DUH ZHOFF

Friday Coffee Morning
&RPH DQG MRLQ XV
DQG D ELWH WR HD'

HYHU\RQH ZHOF
10am - 1pm

Trace Your Family Tree
JUHH DQFHVWU\ |

'LWK &KULV ZKRJIRIL

RQ KDQG WR DVVL\
KLVWRU\ VHDUF
(YHU\ )ULGD\
10am — 12pm

Birmingham Rep
Play Reading Group
Thursday 31 January,
Blue/Orange by Joe Penhall
7pm-9pm
&KULVWRSKHU LV VHFW
WR D SV\FKLDWULF KRV
DQG VHQLRU FRQVXOW
FDXVH RI KLV SV\FKRVL
VWDUWOLQJ UHH N OvDKVH-
8JDQGDQ GLFWDWRHK
B3HQKDOO V GDUNO\ IXC
LOQVWLWXWLRQDO UDFL
LQ PRGHUQ %ULWDLQ
UHOHYDQW DV ZKHQ UW

MONDAY
|

A week of activities to aid
health and wellbeing
from
Monday 21— Friday 25th
January




