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Revised Bearwood Mosque plans submitted
Plans to convert a former
solicitors office on
Bearwood Road into an
Islamic prayer centre have
been re-submitted to
Sandwell Council’s Planning
Department.
The original plans were withdrawn
from the October Planning
Committee at the eleventh hour
after a site visit by committee
members raised serious concerns
about parking on and around the
site.
In the original plans the
applicants, the Gambian Islamic
Centre, stated that they
anticipated hosting up to 250
visitors to the site for Friday
prayers. One look at the site was
enough to convince planning
committee members on the site
visit that the parking was
inadequate. Although only about a
dozen or so members of the
Mosque congregation turned up
to the site visit, it quickly led to
parking chaos on Bearwood Road
and Belmont Road.
The revised planning application
appears to have overcome the
previous objections by completely
omitting to include any reference
to the numbers of people who
would be likely to visit the site.
However, they have also included
revised plans for a car park to
accommodate up to 18 vehicles,
and amended the opening hours
from a 7am start to a 12pm start.

Abbey councillor Bob Piper said,
“Given much of the weight of the
previous objections to this
application was based on
insufficient parking and traffic
congestion associated with the
number of visitors, it is simply not
credible to include a revised
application with no numbers
included. All the applicant states
was that in the previous
application ….’our numbers and
calculations were incorrect’.
“I have once again asked for this
application to be considered by
the full planning committee on the
grounds of insufficient information
and continued concerns about
parking and traffic congestion. In
addition to the lack of any
numbers attached to the
application, the proposed parking

for 18 vehicles looks impractical
to say the least.”
Ward councillors have made it
clear from the outset that they are
not objecting to this application on
the basis of it being a place of
worship, Islamic or otherwise, but
on the simple fact that the site is
inadequate for the sort of influx of
numbers proposed.
The revised application
documents can be viewed online
on the Council website here:
https://webcaps.sandwell.gov.uk/
publicaccess/
applicationDetails.do?
activeTab=documents&keyVal=P
MYO5VNR07S00

Bearwood front garden competition returns
Buzzing Bearwood!
Bearwood’s Front Garden
Competition has proved so
successful they’ve had to
create even more prizes than
ever this year.
As well as Gold, Silver and
Bronze Awards, there will be
awards for four special
categories, six runners-up,
along with a new prize for
people entering for the first
time, and the Young Green
Fingers Award for children
under 16.
With sponsorship from local
estate agents Oulsnams, the
Community Enterprise
Company We Are Bearwood
and Tom Naylor Greenfingers
Gardens, we’re hoping for a

bumper crop of
entries this year.
The theme this year
is diversity: ‘We’d like
to see loads of
different planting
schemes with a
variety of plants to
increase the diversity
of insect life,’ said Deborah
Yuill, one of the organisers.
‘More and more people are
getting the message that
colourful front gardens make all
the difference for our
environment, as well as making
Bearwood brighter and more
beautiful than ever.’
For more information, contact
bearwoodfrontgardens@gmail.
com

Save the dates!
Entries close: 21 July
Judging: 22 July–10 August
Presentation: 18 August,
2pm @ Warley Woods
Pavilion

“Giving unwanted crockery a new lease of life”
That was a quote from a recent
excellent piece in the Express and
Star featuring Bearwood’s own
mosaic superstar, Caroline
Jariwala.
Caroline talked warmly about
transforming unwanted a broken
pieces of crockery into wonderful
works of art.

“I collect crockery wherever I can
find it – from charity shops, car
boot sales and flea markets. I also
have what I call ‘crock fairies’ who
very kindly leave boxes of broken
crockery on my doorstep: a
smashed favourite bowl or cup
does not have to be added to
landfill,” Caroline told the
newspaper.
Many will already know
of her work due to her
two outstanding pieces
of work on
Birmingham’s Big
Sleuth and Big Hoot
trails, where her two
mosaic sculptures
helped to raise funds
for Birmingham
Children’s Hospital and
were widely recognised
as amongst the best. In
fact, her Sweet William
bear was voted as the
public’s favourite and

had pride of place outside
Birmingham Cathedral in 2017.
Caroline’s house and garden are
brilliantly decorated with her
designs, and she continues to
attract a wider audience for her
work.

Lightwoods House Spring Wedding Fair
Couples are invited to see Lightwoods House in all its glory at a wedding fair this coming weekend.
Wedding suppliers will be exhibiting their wares and visitors can also look round the house and gardens, which is in
Lightwoods Park, Adkins Lane, Bearwood, on Sunday 3 March.Suppliers will include photographers, a venue
decorator, wedding car supplier, cake baker, singer, a dressmaker and florist.
Admission to the fair, which runs from 11am until 3pm, is free.
The stunning 18th century, Grade II-listed
house and park have been restored thanks to
a £5.2 million project funded by Sandwell
Council, the Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) and
BIG Lottery.
Sandwell Council’s cabinet member for
leisure Councillor Bill Gavan said: “We’ve
hosted many beautiful weddings and civil
partnership ceremonies at Lightwoods House
and our wedding fairs are always incredibly
popular.
“We have lots of options to choose from – you
can get married in the bandstand or in the
ceremony room, we have space for
receptions and we offer several catering
options.”
For more details about weddings at
Lightwoods House,
email lightwoods_house@sandwell.gov.uk

Thimblemill Library
30th March
7.30-8pm

03
March
11:00 - 15.00

Notice Board
Thimblemill Library
WHAT’S ON
Thimblemill Road, Smethwick, West Midlands, B67 5RJ
Telephone 0121 569 4943, Email: thimblemill_Library@sandwell.gov.uk

Learning
Monday
Sewing Class
6.30pm-8.30pm
Tuesday
Computer Taster Sessions
B603872
Informal
taster session for
beginners
2pm – 3pm
Wednesday
French Classes
Advanced
10am-12pm
Intermediate
1pm - 2.30pm
Thursday
Adult Ukulele Lessons
Scott: 07795176840
10.30am – 12.30pm
ESOL
Basic and intermediate level.
Free course with SAFL
1-3pm
Friday
French Conversation Class
Brush up your French with this
new conversation class
2pm - 3.30pm
Saturday
Music Lessons
Ukulele, Guitar and Choir
Lessons for adults and children
10am – 12.30pm
Call Scott for further
information
07795 176840

Employment Support
Monday & Wednesday

Job Club
9.30-11.30am
A free drop-in session to help
with your job searches and job
application forms

March
2019
Social, Health and
Wellbeing continued

Thursday
Yoga with Paul
Gentle classes for beginners
9.15-10.15

Monday

Friday

Steps to Work
10am - 12pm

Knit and Natter Club
10am - 12pm
Get creative make a friend
All are welcome

One-to-one computer support
for job seekers
To book an appointment,
please ring

07900 903526

Social, Health and Wellbeing
Monday
Coffee Morning
Free coffee morning
10am-12pm
Tuesday
Book Club
Sit back and listen as we read
a chapter or two each week
2pm – 4pm
Wednesday
Gentle Exercise Class
11.15am - 12.15pm
Gentle exercise for over 60’s
or less able of all ages
Adult Reading Group
7.30pm – 9pm
1st Wednesday of the month
New
Any Book Bookclub
12th March
7.30-8.30pm
Yoga with Paul
Yoga for all levels and ages
£3.00 a session
Wednesday 6pm - 7pm

Friday Coffee Morning
Come and join us for a cuppa
and a bite to eat or just a chat,
everyone welcome
10am - 1pm
Trace Your Family Tree
Free ancestry course
With Chris Gregory who will be
on hand to assist with family
history searches
Every Friday
10am – 12pm
Birmingham Rep
Play Reading Group
14th March
Cyrano De Bergerac
By Edmond Rostand
7pm-9pm

Creative Writing Group
Do you like writing, do you fancy a new
pastime, do you want to make more space
in your life for imagination and creativity
then this new group where we can share
ideas and make friends.

Tuesday 26th March
6.30pm-8.00pm

