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‘Dr Ann’ to be Bearwood’s first Mayor of Sandwell
Abbey Ward councillor Dr
Ann Jaron will be elected as
Sandwell’s new Mayor at the
Council Annual General
meeting on 21st May. In doing
so she will become the first
Abbey Ward councillor to
ever be appointed to the
office of Mayor.

Ann has served on the council
since 1996 and has held a
number of important positions
during that time, including a
spell as Cabinet Member for
Children’s Services, Chair of
the Planning Committee and
more recently as the council’s
lead member for Smethwick.

She is also well know in
Bearwood for being a doctor at
the Sherwood House Medical
Practice on Sandon Road and
is know to many as ‘Dr Ann’.
Combining the two roles has
often been a test of her
endurance. “It was difficult
trying to do a strenuous job as
a GP and the pressure role as
Cabinet Member for Children,”
Ann says. “Eventually I had to
say I would have to come out of
the cabinet because I didn’t
want it to affect the service we
give to patients.”
Asked how she feels about the
task of chairing a meeting with
over 70 councillors and officers
in the council chamber, and
those in the public gallery, Ann
appears totally undaunted by
the prospect. “ I chaired the
Planning Committee for a
number of years, and believe
me, those meetings can
become quite heated between
applicants and objectors, so
controlling a bunch of
councillors doesn’t worry me. In
fairness, observing Council
meetings over the years, I find
most people are very well
behaved and very

understanding if anyone
stumbles or makes an error.
“I’m particularly looking forward
to getting out into the various
neighbourhoods and meeting
people.”
Ann’s sister Eve is to act as her
consort over the year of office
and will accompany her on
various mayoral functions.
“I’m honoured to have been
given this opportunity, and to be
the first person from the Abbey
Ward to become the borough’s
mayor,” said Ann. “I’ve been a
councillor for 23 years this year,
and although it has been hard
work, I’ve also got great
satisfaction from it.and I want to
pay a particular tribute to Steve
Eling, who has done so much to
encourage me over those
years. I feel upset about the
way things have been dealt with
as regards Steve, and I am
sure when things have been
properly dealt with there will be
much more to say about it. For
now though, all I can say is I
am very grateful for the help
and advice he has given to me,
and the work he has done over
decades for the people of
Bearwood and Sandwell.

Are you ready to Jumble?
The street jumble returns - page 2

All set for the street festival
Volunteers still needed!
Arrangements are well
underway for the second
Bearwood Street Festival for
Sunday June 9th.
The festival, organised by
community Group We Are
Bearwood promises to be
even bigger and better than
the 2017 event which attracted
an estimated attendance of
over 8,000 people.
However, there is an enormous
amount of work associated with
a project like this to ensure it
runs smoothly on the day. There
are lots of opportunities
available in some fantastic roles
for anyone interested in
volunteering, and even if only for
a few hours, they will be greatly
appreciated.
Anyone who wants to offer to
volunteer can e-mail via :
bearwoodvolunteers@gmail.co
m spokesperson for the festival

said: "Bearwood Street Festival
is about highlighting the potential
in our high street. A vibrant
summer event, which platforms
our terrific local talent and
elevates the profile of all there is
to offer in Bearwood.
"We know that around 8,000
people came to our festival in
2017 and this year we’re
expecting even more.
"Our ambitions for this
Bearwood celebration are high
and we still need your support to
make sure that this year’s event
runs safely, smoothly and
includes a real variety of brilliant
arts, music, crafts and family
activities."
There is no charge for entry and
this year's event will include
musicians, street food, family
activities and various stalls, and

although the organisers have
secured some funding from the
national lottery they are still
looking for sponsors to help out
with the funding.
To donate,visit:
www.chuffed.org/project/
bearwood-street-festival

Race and migration are the
most volatile and explosive
issues in British politics
today. In contrast to the
tabloid headlines, Jon
Bloomfield: Our City:
Migration and the Making of
Modern Birmingham explores
how one of Britain’s major
cities has been transformed
for the better by its migrant
population.
Bloomfield argues that rather
than Enoch Powell’s doomsday
scenarios around immigration,
mixed, open societies are the
way forward for 21st century
cities, and why migrants are
central to their future dynamism
and prosperity.

Based on original interviews,
this book tells the story of fifty
migrants to Birmingham from all
walks of life, first and second
generation men and women;
from 13 different countries from
Ireland to India, Pakistan to
Poland, the Caribbean to
Somalia.
Come to the Abbey Socialist
Book Club and hear Jon
Bloomfield talking about the
book, and take part in a
discussion around the issues
raised.
It’s a free event, but you can
register your interest here

Everyone welcome.

Wednesday 15th May
7pm for 7.30
The Windsor Theatre Bar
377 Bearwood Road

Bearwood Street Jumble is back! If
you haven’t already caught up with it,
it’s like a jumble sale, but people set
up a stall in their front garden and as
people wander around the route they
stop, peruse, have a chat and maybe
purchase something.
The organisers at We Are Bearwood
produce a map of the participating
houses, which you can view via: https://
bit.ly/2vrtqNz Best to take a look closer
to the date too, because people are still
listing their properties.
So, if you fancy emptying your cupboard
under the stairs, or foraging around the
loft, cleaning out that spare bedroom or
rooting out unwanted tools in your
garden shed …and setting up your own
stall, email bearwoodevents@gmail.com
for details of how to take part and to get
your address added to the map.
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Dawn Chorus walk in
Warley Woods
Join us in the early hours for a special
dawn chorus walk, led by Matt
Hadlington.
4th May 5.am-7am
Meet at the Pavilion. £3 adults and £1
children with tea and coffee available
afterwards.
No pre-booking needed. for this event.

Thursday May 2nd
Polling Stations open from
7.am-10.pm

Notice Board
Thimblemill Library
WHAT’S ON
May
2019

Thimblemill Road, Smethwick, West Midlands, B67 5RJ
Telephone 0121 569 4943, Email: thimblemill_Library@sandwell.gov.uk

Learning
Monday
Sewing Class
6pm-8.30pm
Tuesday
Computer Taster Sessions
B603872
Informal
taster session for
beginners
2pm – 3pm
Wednesday
French Classes
Advanced
10am-12pm
Intermediate
1pm - 2.30pm
Thursday
Adult Ukulele Lessons
Scott: 07795176840
10.30am – 12.30pm
ESOL
Basic and intermediate level.
Free course with SAFL
1-3pm
Friday
French Conversation Class
Brush up your French with this
new conversation class
2pm - 3.30pm
Saturday
Music Lessons
Ukulele, Guitar and Choir
Lessons for adults and children
10am – 12.30pm
Call Scott for further
information
07795 176840

Social, Health and
Wellbeing continued

Employment Support
Monday & Wednesday

Thursday
Yoga with Paul
Gentle classes for beginners
9.15-10.15

Job Club
9.30-11.30am
A free drop-in session to help
with your job searches and job
application forms

Monday

Friday

Steps to Work
10am - 12pm

Knit and Natter Club
10am - 12pm
Get creative make a friend
All are welcome

One-to-one computer support
for job seekers
To book an appointment,
please ring

07900 903526

Social, Health and Wellbeing
Monday
Coffee Morning
Free coffee morning
10am-12pm
Tuesday
Book Club
Sit back and listen as we read
a chapter or two each week
2pm – 4pm
Wednesday
Gentle Exercise Class
11.15am - 12.15pm
Gentle exercise for over 60’s
or less able of all ages
Adult Reading Group
7.30pm – 9pm
1st Wednesday of the month
New
Any Book Book club
9th April
7.30-8.30pm
Yoga with Paul
Yoga for all levels and ages
£3.00 a session
Wednesday 6pm - 7pm

Friday Coffee Morning
Come and join us for a cuppa
and a bite to eat or just a chat,
everyone welcome
10am - 1pm
Trace Your Family Tree
Free ancestry course
With Chris Gregory who will be
on hand to assist with family
history searches
Every Friday
10am – 12pm

Creative Writing Group
Do you like writing, do you fancy a new
pastime, do you want to make more
space in your life for imagination and
creativity then this new group where we
can share ideas and make friends. All
ages welcome Tuesday 28th May

6.30pm-8.00pm

Birmingham Rep Play
Reading Group … 16th May
.

7pm-9pm
Lions and Tigers
By Tanika Gupta
Based on a true story of war
and political turmoil

