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It’s party time in Bearwood 
Prepare for a feast of festivals

Over the next two months there 
are four great festivals taking 
place in and around Bearwood, 
with a host of music, 
films, food and 
entertainment on 
the menu. 
First off, on 
June 9th, 
the 
second 
Bearwood 
Street 
Festival 
hits our 
streets, 
organised 
under the 
banner of We 
Are Bearwood. 
Taking over Bearwood’s main 
high street and surrounding 
area, there will be a main 
music stand with a range of 
music, food and craft stalls, a 
roaming theatre, street artists, 
a graffiti wall, circus skills for 
kids, and much, much more. 
Many of the local shops on 
Bearwood Road will also be 
opening and contributing to the 
event.  
There are also activities 
planned to take place on the 
square by the Kings Head 
Clock, in the T C Hayes car 
park, on Calthorpe Haven and 
Bearwood Road School 
playground. 

Then, on the weekend of 22nd/
23rd June, Bearwood will host 
Sandwell’s first ever LGBT 

festival based around the 
Thimblemill Library. The 

Rainbow Mill 
Festival will 

feature local 
arts, cultural 
and 
performance 
events aimed 
at promoting 
LGBTQI+ 
voices and 
visibility in our 
community. 

As well as a 
silent drag disco, a 

showing of the film 

Pride about the links struck 
between the LGBT community 
and the striking miners during 
the 1984/5 miners’ strike.and a 
play, Looking Back, Moving 
Forward, the  70’s and 80’s 
remembered by Birmingham’s 
LGBT community. More details 
of the programme on page 2. 
Then in July we have two 
major events which have 
now become regulars on the 
Bearwood calendar.  
The Warley Woods Community 
Trust Picnic in the Park takes 
place on the afternoon of 7th 
July. Again, local bands 
presented by the Bearwood 
Promoters will feature on the 
main stage, and the usual wide 
array of stalls will also be 
present. The real stars of the 
Picnic though are the 
thousands of local people who 
flock to the meadow and 
unpack their picnic boxes to 
enjoy a great family day out.  
On the same weekend of the 
6th/7th July, the biggest 
Filipino gathering in the West 
Midlands descends on 
Lightwoods Park for the 
Filipino Festival.  
All of these events are free to 
enter…and you can see more 
details inside. 
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On the main stage 

Sandwell’s first ever festival 
celebrating the contribution to the 
life of our community by LGBT 
people takes place at Thimblemill 
Library on the weekend of 22nd/
23rd June. 
Everyone welcome



On Good Friday 1957, Quinton sweetshop 
owner Fred Jeffs was brutally murdered. 
Over 60 years later the case remains 
unsolved.


Writer, performer and great nephew of 
Fred Jeffs, Graeme Rose, has been 
investigating Fred’s death - interviewing 
people who remembered the murder and 
looking at its impact on the local 
community.


Using these stories Graeme examines the 
case with all of  its clues, speculations and 
findings, In doing so, he presents an 
intriguing  story which has all of the 
ingredients of a classic crime noir thriller.

FRED JEFFS: 
THE SWEETSHOP MURDER 

Thimblemill Library 
Friday 7th June 

7.30 for 8pm start 

£4 in advance £5 on the night

Madam Mayor takes 
up her post
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