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It’s Picnic Time!

7th July 
1pm-6pm 

Warley Woods

Stalls - crafts, food, charities, carriage rides and local information.  

Performance by the Winner of Warley Woods Got Talent 

Music staged by the Bearwood Promoters 

Always things to try out, like golf, archery and other fun activities 

Event kindly sponsored by Humberstones Homes - our Picnic Superstars 

The Picnic will be opened this year by Mayor of Sandwell, Councillor Ann Jaron



Anger over plans for new student flats 
Residents in Anderson Road in Bearwood have 
expressed a combination of anger and dismay at 
proposals by a property developer to convert a 
property at the junction of their road and Hagley Road 
in to a modern block of student flats. 

One resident who has objected to the scheme said, 
“Putting a block of student flats in a residential street 
like this is by no means ideal, but the appearance of 
the building is so totally out of character with the area. 

“We have part of the car wash applying for an alcohol 
and entertainment licence until 2.am - which will go to 
Licensing next month - and now we are threatened 
with a student block immediately over the road.”  

‘The Maltings’, as the existing building is known, is an 
old building with a quite unique design, the 
replacement building is really quite ugly and 
residents say it will stand out like a sore thumb. 

Sandwell Council’s Highways engineers have 
expressed their reservations about the scheme 
because Anderson Road already has problems 
with car parking. In addition the Council’s planning 
officers say the number of units represents an over 
development of the site and that it doesn’t fit within 
Residential Design Guidelines. They have also 

said that the proposal is out of character with the 
surrounding area and would have a detrimental 
effect on adjacent residential properties. 

This would indicate the recommendation to 
Planning Committee when it considers the 
proposals will be for rejection, but recent 
experience with the Planning Inspectorate could 
mean that decision being overturned on appeal.

Come along and talk about 
what you’re reading or what 
you’ve read and share with 
others….

Artists image of the planned student flats

The Maltings



Stalls open from 11am with the new 'Leftfield 
Tent' opening at 12 noon. The Leftfield will 
feature activities for kids, as well as political 
debate, with panels exploring the role of 
women in trade unions and society and how 
to organise young workers.

The much loved theatrical re-enactment will 
take place at 2.30pm with a banner parade 
around Cradley Heath, before the main tent 
opens with speeches and music.

Headlining is the Latin funk band Wara

Leftfield Tent 
12.00 Children’s activities workshop   
13.00 Young Workers Panel debate  
14.00 ‘Women in Leadership’ panel  
14:30 Victory Speech  
14:45 Banner Parade

Main Tent 
15.10 Third Junction  
16.15 Steph Peacock MP 
16.30 Sunflower Thieves  
17.35 Cathy Hunt & Louise Townsend 
17.45 Emily Lockett  
18.15 Wara
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