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Marshall Street play to preview at Thimblemill
“I have heard that coloured people are being treated as Jews were under Hitler. I would 
not wait for the fascist elements in Smethwick to erect gas ovens” - Malcolm X

In 1965 Smethwick was in the spotlight as US black civil rights activist 
Malcolm X visited the town. Racial tensions had been heightened 
when leaflets were distributed saying “If you want a N****r for a 
neighbour, vote Labour.”  

Malcolm, who was in the UK to speak at the London School of 
Economic responded to an invite by Avtar Singh Johal of the Indian 
Workers Association to visit Smethwick to see what was happening 
there for himself. Malcolm and Avtar did a walkabout, but Malcolm 
insisted on walking alone in Marshall Street, where white residents 
had been objecting to plans to house black people in the street. Avtar 
said “Malcolm was amazed that racism was still legal in Britain, even 
in the US it had been declared illegal. His visit gave people confidence, 
it was a game changer for many people.” 

9 days after visiting Smethwick, Malcolm X was assassinated in New York.

The plaque in Marshall Street 
commemorating Malcolm X’s visit.

Now, a new play by Paul Magson, entitled 
Marshall Street, is about to go on tour. The play 
will focus on the significance of events around 
Malcolm X’s visit to Smethwick, but will also 
place it in a historical context. As Magson 
says…”As we grapple with Brexit, Boris, Trump, 
hate crime and “fake news”, Marshall Street 
invites us to reflect on this explosive moment in 
our recent history. And it urges us to ask the 
question - has anything really changed?” 

The preview performances of the play in 
Smethwick, including a post show discussion 
will be at: 

Thimblemill Library, Thursday 26th September 8pm (Book on 569 4943) 

Smethwick Library, Saturday 5th October at 2pm (Book on 569 4940) 

Both are ‘Pay what you feel’ events



Abbey Book Club presents.. 

An Anthology of working-class writers 
This anthology is comprised of stories from these immensely 
talented working-class writers, conjuring up images and 
memories from their contrasting lives, adding a nostalgic 
thread of bloody-mindedness. This anthology not only 
showcases the brilliance of these working-class writers, but 
proves that you don't have to be born into money and privilege 
to be able to write damned good stuff! 
Some of the writers will be present to discuss their work. 

Wednesday 18th September 2019  
7.30pm-9.30pm 

Thimblemill Library 
You can register for your free ticket here

One of the more prolific thirty-something songwriters working 
in the Folk/Americana genre today, John Statz has released 
eight studio albums and performed all over North America 
and Europe during his 13-year career.  

The Boston Globe has called John’s music electric, urgent 
folk; aching, sweet country-rock while American Songwriter 
has said that he writes the kind of songs that float through 
your mind and stay nestled in your thoughts long after 
listening. 

Thimblemill Library Friday 20th September 
8pm 

Tickets £8 in advance £10 on the door 
www.skiddle.co.uk

The Friends of Thimblemill Library welcome back… 

JOHN STATZ
Polling Station Review 

The Council is required by law to carry 
out a periodic review of the number of 
polling stations they use for elections, 
and to consider issues such as 
disability access. 

As part of the review there were 
proposals to consider: 

• No longer using St Hilda’s Church 
Hall and move electors from there to 
Abbey Infants School. 

• No longer using Thimblemill Library 
and transfer electors to Bearwood 
Road School. 

However, following representations by 
Councillor Bob Piper, both St Hilda’s 
and Thimblemill Library polling stations 
are now being recommended to 
continue in operation. “I realise there 
are only a few hundred voters affected, 
but I feel we should be doing more to 
encourage people to participate rather 
than limiting the options for those who 
already take the trouble to vote” said 
Bob.

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/abbey-book-club-common-people-an-anthology-of-working-class-writers-tickets-69076855735?aff=ebdssbeac&fbclid=IwAR2_1M_1j3zs9NGo7oa7lQRYs2hrtlq5dg504hXoukT93em9POVtfXOB9Fg
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/abbey-book-club-common-people-an-anthology-of-working-class-writers-tickets-69076855735?aff=ebdssbeac&fbclid=IwAR2_1M_1j3zs9NGo7oa7lQRYs2hrtlq5dg504hXoukT93em9POVtfXOB9Fg


It was a sad day for many 
people in Bearwood and the 
surrounding area as The 
Windsor Theatre Bar closed its 
doors for the last time in 
August. 
Despite valiant efforts to restore 
the Windsor in recent years, the 
owners, Paul and Julie Fletcher 
finally decided to call it a day.  
Paul said that a recent spate of 
vandalism in the premises, and 
the battle against “druggies” 
and others misusing the place - 
he cited having to clear out 

hypodermic needles from the 
flower beds outside - together 
with the spiralling cost of 
maintaining the venue, meant 
he did not have the will nor 
enthusiasm to carry on. “It 
really needed some more major 
investment that we were not 
prepared to risk” said Paul. 
The loss will be felt by many in 
the area (although obviously 
not enough to help to make it a 
profitable venture), as The 
Windsor had become a regular 
venue for live music and had a 

good reputation 
for food and 
drink. 
Originally opened 
in 1930 as a 
ciné-variety, it 
operated mainly 
as a full-time 
cinema until 
1946..  

As well as films, variety acts 
were part of the programming 
in the early days, and after 
World War II, it became a full 

time live theatre. The final 
production was the pantomime 
“Mother Goose” starring Dave 
Starr which ran for six weeks, 
and closed the Windsor 
Theatre in February 1960. The 
building stood empty and 
unused for several years, and 
was then converted into an ice 
rink. This was closed in 1973 
and the building again 
remained unused until 1980, 
when it became a nightclub. 
This was to be a short lived 
venture, which closed in 1982. 

It was then converted into a 
snooker club.  

But after years of neglect, 
around 7 years ago things 
began to improve when Julie 
and Paul took over the 
premises from their father and 
began to lovingly restore some 
of the original features.    

Although the snooker tables 
remained, it became a bar, was 
re-named The Windsor Theatre 
Bar and began to  feature live 
music acts as well as host 
parties and other functions, as 
well as offering spectacular 
Sunday lunches. 

Following the recent news of 
the closure there has been 
some discussion on social 
media about trying to save the 
building for some sort of 
community activity. Whether 
that proves possible or not, 
who knows. But for many, the 
closure will be very sad.

Sad day for many as The Windsor 
closes down

Paul Fletcher outside the bar
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