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Mosque planning application going to appeal
The controversial planning 
application to convert the 
former solicitors office at 
409 Bearwood Road into a 
place of worship has been 
submitted for appeal to the 
Planning Inspectorate. 

The application, which was 
unanimously rejected by Sandwell 
Council’s Planning Committee, will 
now be determined by the 
Government’s Planning 
Inspectorate based in Bristol. 

Abbey Ward Councillor Bob Piper 
said, “We have not had a very 
positive experience with the 
Planning Inspectorate of late. They 
not only overturned the Council’s 
decision to refuse consent for over 
50 bedsits above the shops on 
Bearwood Road last year, they 
rubbed salt into the wound by 
awarding legal costs to the 
developer.  

“The fact that in that appeal they 
more or less ignored the issue of 
where the occupants of these 
bedsits will be parking does not 
really fill me with a great deal of 
confidence. In that case the 
residents of nearby Herbert Road 
complained about the difficulty 
parking in the current 
circumstances. Similarly, much of 
the issue that has led to the  
opposition to this application for a 
place of worship centres around 
the already inadequate parking for 
residents in the area, and the 

hopeless levels of congestion it 
would cause on a working day.” 

The original application for the 
Mosque stated that they envisaged 
an average of 250 visitors would 
be in attendance for Friday 
prayers. That application was 
withdrawn a a  subsequent revised 
application omitted to include any 
numbers at all, but did make an 
increased provision for parking at 
the rear of the building.  

At Planning Committee the 
applicants said the 250 visitors in 
the withdrawn application was a 
mistake based on the architect’s 
estimate of how many people the 
building could hold, and they 
actually only envisaged 60 to 70 
worshippers at any one time, with 
many of them lived locally or would 
be arriving on public transport. 

However, the Planning Committee 
unanimously ejected the 
application in April of this year, 
after hearing a number of 
submissions including those of the 
the police and officers from the the 
Council’s own Highways 
Department objecting on the 
grounds of parking and road safety. 

Bob Piper said, “Although I have 
doubts about the Planning 
Inspectorate, I am hopeful they will 
giver a proper weight of evidence 
to the inappropriate location of this 
building for the purpose intended.” 

Residents win ballot for 
Herbert Road Parking 
Scheme 
- see page 3



Bearwood Lights 
Switch-on 

By the clock, Adkins Lane 
28th November 

Carols and mince pies around the 
Christmas Tree from 5.30pm

Sandwell Council has unveiled plans to plant 
15,000 trees: one for each of the 4,900 children 
who started school for the first time this year and 
a further 10,100 trees to be planted in various 
locations across the borough. 

The scheme, which is expected to cost £90,000, was 
approved by the Council’s cabinet meeting last month. 

Councillor Maria Crompton, cabinet member for safer 
communities for Sandwell Council, said: "This planting 
programme which will go towards our commitment to 
improving air quality in Sandwell. 

"The tree planting will help to kick-start a new legacy for our 
youngest generation - as a child grows, so does their 
woodland. 

"I hope this will help children be more environmentally 
aware and the personal connection to the woodland will 
make our young people proud of where they live." 

The Lights will be switched on 
at 6pm  

by the Mayor of Sandwell, 
Councillor Ann Jaron

Christmas Tree saved as Smethwick tree 
allocated to Bearwood

On the subject of trees…

Bearwood’s Christmas Tree which was facing the axe 
following a decision to limit Christmas Trees in the borough to 
one per town, has been saved following a decision to allocate 
the Smethwick tree to Bearwood. 

Abbey Councillor Ann Jaron, who had expressed concern 
about the loss of the tree in a gateway site for Sandwell said, 
“We are relieved, and very pleased the decision was taken to 
keep the tree in Bearwood. I would also like to thank all of the 
people and businesses who came forward with offers to try to 
save the tree. If sufficient interest was shown, particularly by 
traders, it would be nice to consider also providing a tree 
near the Bearwood Road school end of Bearwood Road.”

The Cabinet report earmarked Barnford Park in 
Oldbury and Jubilee Park in Tipton as the initial 
locations for the planting programme. 

The scheme will see the council work with The 
Woodland Trust, which will part-fund the cost of 
the trees for the first year and ensure the two 
woodlands are given protected status. 

It is expected the project will cost £90,000 
across the three years, with a view to extend it to 
2030. 

If approved, all primary school across Sandwell 
will be given the chance to get involved with 
planting the new woodland areas. 

It is anticipated that the planting will start from 
November 23 to coincide with National Tree 
Week. 



Window Wanderland returns!
Window Wanderland brightened up Bearwood 
in the run up to Xmas last year as dozens of 
people used imaginative designs to decorate their 
from room windows - see some of the examples 
in the collage here. 

This year’s Wanderland will be happening 
between November 9th and November 16th 
and if you would like to join in all you need to 
do is decorate your window so that it stands out 
when the room is lit. 

For more information, or to register your home 
on the route, contact bearwoodevents@gmail.com

Herbert Road residents’ parking 
scheme gets the thumbs up

Residents of Herbert Road have successfully balloted 
for a Residents’ Parking Zone to apply in their area. 

The vote followed a Planning Inspectorate ruling in 
favour of property developers looking to create over 
50 bedsit units above the shops on Bearwood Road 
with no parking provision. Although the developers 
assured Sandwell’s Planning Committee that the 
bedsits were for ‘young professionals without cars’ 
they also admitted they had no way of enforcing that 
as a tenancy condition. 

Campaigners living in Herbert Road said the parking 
there was already intolerable, particularly at night time 
when people returned from work and visitors went to 
the pubs and restaurants. However, their scheme 
recognises the importance of shoppers needing 
parking spaces during the day, so it will be available 
for up to two hours during the day for non-residents. 

Councillor Bob Piper said, “This scheme is not 
dissimilar to the other schemes near the main 
shopping centre, such as Poplar Road and Wattis 
Road and they seem to work reasonably well. 
However, the residents are aware of the pitfalls, such 
as only one permit per household and the need to 
obtain visitor permits, but both of those categories 
have difficulties with the existing arrangements 
anyway, so we will have to see.how it goes.”



5pm – Doors open 
6.30pm - lighting the bonfire 

7.45pm - firework display 
BOOK ONLINE FOR EARLY BIRD 

TICKET DISCOUNTS 
Adults £5, Under 17 £3 

Family ticket £12 
Free entry under 2 

Book online HERE

This year’s  event will be themed around the 50th anniversary of the moon landing, 
and the release of the Beatles Abbey Road album. 
There will be entertainment from Fizzogs Dancing Grannies, the Black Country 
Beatles, Bhangra Smash Up and others, plus a fun fair, bar and food stalls 

Tickets on the night will be £6, £4 and £15

The Ultimate Duran Duran experience. 
Packed with memorable songs from 

the last 4 decades. 
Saturday 30th November 

Doors open 7.30pm 
Tickets £6

Thimblemill Library presents

Sandwell Garden Waste Bin 
collections will be taking a break 
from December through to the end 
of February 2020, so please use 
November’s collections to clear 
your garden waste. 
What to put in your garden waste bin.. 

•  grass cuttings 
•  hedge and shrub clippings 
•  plants and weeds 
•  leaves, twigs and bark 
•  cut flowers 
•  windfalls 

https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/whats-on/west-midlands/dartmouth-park/sandwell-bonfire-fireworks-display/e-lrzrjd
https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/whats-on/west-midlands/dartmouth-park/sandwell-bonfire-fireworks-display/e-lrzrjd
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