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In October over 50 local 
residents came along to 
imagine what a Bearwood 
Community Hub on Bearwood 
Road could look like. Imagining 
what could take place and 
benefit people here if we were 
to use and maybe redevelop 
the buildings at the back of St 
Mary's Church.


A vision of a community space 
for people to learn about other 
places and initiatives and 
what’s going on in Bearwood 
(and beyond - whether or not 
they are on Facebook!) and a 
place to rest, work (in 
coworking space), collaborate 
and create together. 


Www.bearwood.cc is the 
website with all the latest.


You can see what came out of 
October’s meetings here - 
there’s so much! http://
eepurl.com/gGZqif

There's lots of work going on 
behind the scenes, all led by 
local residents. The first thing 
is the start of a Bearwood 
Community Garden in the 
courtyard space behind the 
church. More details here


If you're interested in any of this 
or have ideas about how it 
could develop or help you or 
your neighbours, or how you 
could help get things going, 
please get in touch with Sally 
Taylor at Hello@bearwood.cc, 
follow us on Facebook at 
Bearwood Community Hub, 

@bearwoodhub on twitter or 
@BearwoodCommunityHubCic 
on Instagram.


To find out more pop this 8th 
January meet up in your diary 
and come along. There will be 
tea and maybe cake!


Imagine a Bearwood community hub….

#MakeItHappen
Wednesday 8th January

1pm-2.30pm
St Mary’s Church 

buildings
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New Ken Loach film for 
Bearwood Film Club 

The Bearwood Film Club has a 
really special presentation in 
January with a showing of Ken 
Loach’s brilliant new film, Sorry 
We Missed You. 

Its a quite harrowing film showing 
the desperate situation of a family 
trapped in the web of the working 
poor. Working all hours they can 
to make ends meet on phoney 
self-employed, zero-hour 
contracts. 

Shot in a similar realist style to 
Loach’s gut-wrenching I, Daniel 
Blake, the film uses amateurs and 
aspiring actors to create a film 
which is absorbing, tense and it 
must be said, sometimes 
thoroughly depressing.  

Welcome to Johnson’s 
Britain……If this film doesn’t 
make you angry, be worried, it is 
quite magnificent.

Thimblemill Library 

Monday 20th January 

7pm

Abbey Ward 
Councillors 
surgeries 

Your Abbey Ward councillors 
continue to hold weekly advice 
surgeries every Thursday evening. 

Although many more people these 
days contact us via e-mail or 
telephone, we continue to provide 
our confidential advice surgeries 
every Thursday evening, all-year 
round at Thimblemill Baths between 
7pm and 8pm, no appointments 
necessary

Warley Woods Bird Walk 
Timed to coincide with the RSPB's Big Garden 
Bird Watch - come and see what birds you can 
spot in Warley Woods.  You will be given 
advice and help by Trustee, Liz Coleman and 
other bird-loving volunteers.   

25th 
January 
10.am 

£3 adult, 
£1 child 

The record of your count will be submitted to 
the RSPB and it will be part of the Community 
Trust’s ongoing Wild Warley record. 



Your Local Pantry Smethwick is a community 
food store which aims to create a sustainable and 
long-term solution to food poverty and help local 
people save money on their food bills.  

To shop at Your Local Pantry you simply need to 
complete a short online membership form, this can 
be done beforehand by visiting  
www.yourlocalpantry.co.uk or someone will help 
you complete it when you visit the Pantry. 

Once you have become a member you pay £4 
each time you shop with there. They will aim to 
provide you with approximately £20 worth of food. 

They are based at Smethwick Library and will be 
re-opening after the xmas/new year break on 
Thursday 9th January and then every Monday and 
Thursday from 10am until 12pm. 

The Pantry ask that each member shops with 
them once a week, this is to ensure every member 
has the opportunity to use The Pantry. 

 Please feel free to follow their Facebook page 
Your Local Pantry - Smethwick for further 
updates. 

People in Sandwell will get the chance to 
remember the victims of genocide at a special 
Holocaust memorial event in West Bromwich. 

The event will be at Highfields Memorial Gardens, off 
High Street, West Bromwich, on Sunday 26 January. 
The main speaker at the event will be the Mayor of 
Sandwell, Councillor Dr Ann Jaron. 

The theme for Holocaust Memorial Day 2020 is 
Stand Together. It explores how genocidal regimes 
throughout history have deliberately fractured 
societies by marginalising certain groups, and how 
these tactics can be challenged by 
individuals standing together with 
their neighbours and speaking out 
against oppression. 
 
Councillor Jaron said: "All members 
of the public are invited to join the 
special memorial event to remember 
the many millions of victims of 
genocide the world has sadly seen 
over the years. 
 

"At this time it is not only very important for us to 
remember the horrific atrocities of the Holocaust, 
but for us also to ensure that such horrifying 
tragedies are not a part of our future. 
 
"We will be remembering the victims of genocide 
and also the people who live with the terrible 
memories of what happened to their families." 

People are being urged to arrive at 10.15am for a 
10.30am prompt start.

Holocaust Memorial Day in Sandwell
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