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Responding to the Climate Emergency
Sandwell Council is 
undertaking a major 
consultation about measures 
necessary to deal with 
climate change and improve 
the air quality in the borough.  

The consultation which will 
last until 15th March will 
enable people to contribute 
online, and it is also intended 
to hold a series of 
consultation events taking 
place in each of Sandwell’s 6 
Towns. 

Residents are being asked to 
comment as well as come up 
with suggestions on how 
emissions from traffic, 
businesses and homes can be 
reduced.  

Sandwell's cabinet member for 
resources Councillor Wasim Ali 
said: “We are very serious 
about improving the air quality 
in Sandwell because it is an 
important factor to the health of 
our residents. We are 
committed to reducing people’s 
exposure to poor quality air and 
to improve health levels in the 
borough. 

“We’re looking forward to 
hearing people’s contributions 
which will help us plan how we 
can take steps to lower 
emissions in Sandwell by 
2041." 

Abbey Councillor Bob Piper 
said, “There is an increasing 
awareness that the greatest 
challenge facing society is 
climate change. We need to 
see action at every level, 
nationally, internationally, but 
also locally on things like 
reducing reliance on fossil 
fuels, reducing air pollution, 
adopting affordable (or free) 
public transport and changes to 
diet and consumption.” 

In Bearwood we have some 
particular problems around air 
quality. The Council’s own Air 
Quality Action Plan identifies 
Bearwood Road as being a 
priority as a specific pollution 
hotspot. Measures taken to 
date have been ineffective in 
dealing with the problem and 

some more imaginative 
solutions are going to be 
necessary. You can have your 
say by getting involved in the 
consultation. 

The online survey, 
which takes about 10 
minutes to complete is 
available on the 
Council’s website.  

You can also download 
a copy of the Draft 
Climate Change 
Strategy, and the Air 
Quality Action Plan 

www.sandwell.gov.uk/
climatechange
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If there’s one place that represents the 
revitalisation of Bearwood as a drop-in, 
ultra cool place to hang out, it is Why Not. 
It has a unique atmosphere and a quirky 
layout, and the cakes are divine. The staff 
are friendly, and can brew up anything 
from coconut milk hot chocolate, a soya 
latte, or a plain old cappuccino.  
The food includes items like falafel, 
mushrooms on toasted sourdough, 
avocado on toast, all served with excellent 
salad, which probably gives some idea of 
the sort of thing we’re talking about. 
It can get crowded when busy, and you 
need to know there are stairs to the toilets 
or the little garden out back.  
For some it is a place to get out the laptop, 
use the wifi and work in a relaxing 
atmosphere, but you’re as likely to get 
families with children in tow or ‘more 
mature’ customers grabbing a coffee whilst 
waiting for the bus. 
Why Not Words has built a growing 
reputation for introducing people to poets, 
storytellers etc, and music promoters 
Outside Left have recently started putting 
on occasional eclectic music sessions (see 
right). 
Overall, a really good, chilled out 
atmosphere, with good food and drink…
what more could you want. So, if you 
haven’t popped in already… 

Why Not?

Bearwood is increasingly earning a reputation as THE 
place to eat and drink with a wide range of  independent 
coffee shops, multicultural restaurants or ‘pub’ lunches. In 
the first in a series of  pieces looking at our eateries for the 
e-Bulletin we popped in to the wonderful Why Not Coffee.

The 2nd Outsideleft Night Out proudly presents Millicent 
Chapanda along with the Germa Adan Trio at Bearwood’s 
Why Not Coffee on Saturday, 1st February, 2020. 
 
Mbira musician Millicent Chapanda is on a mission to bring 
the lived experience of women in Zimbabwe onto world music 
stages. She has previously performed as a solo artist or with 
her duo, ‘Sisters in Mbira’ and in different collaborative 
projects. Millicent has performed at the Moseley Folk & Arts 
Festival, Birmingham’s Symphony Hall (THSH), Shambala 
Festival and most recently in Bearwood supporting Bearwood 
Action for Refugees at the torchlight procession through 
Warley Woods. 
 
Germa Adan’s musical journey is no less incredible. Born in 
Haiti, raised in the creole soaked southern states of the USA. 
Germa melds her folk roots with historical British folk 
melodies to create her unique, and critically acclaimed 
sound. Her 2017 LP, Kenbe Fèm is a record of indelibly rare 
beauty, establishing her as an esoteric, gentle force on the 
folk scene. 

++ (Double+) DJ Warren on the decks until you 
get tired of dancing…
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10th February 2020 

Moving tribute to Holocaust 
victims by Mayor Ann Jaron

In a moving tribute to the victims of the Nazi 
Holocaust, Abbey councillor and Mayor of 
Sandwell Dr Ann Jaron told the emotional story of 
her grandfather who was murdered in the 
Auschwitz concentration camp in 1942. 

In the ceremony commemorating the 75th 
anniversary of the Holocaust, Ann related the 
sheer horror of the number of victims of the Nazis. 
Not just six million Jews killed in the camps, but 
trade unionists, Roma people, homosexuals, 
Slavs, intellectuals, and others were killed, 
amounting to around 17 million people in total. 

Dr Jaron’s grandfather, Professor Marian 
Gieszyklewicz was detained as a political prisoner 
for teaching at the underground university in his 
native Poland, interrogated and taken to the 
Auschwitz concentration camp, and subsequently 
shot by a German officer. Ann read out her 
grandfather’s final letters to his wife from the 
prison camp, written just days before he was 
murdered. 

The deeply personal and emotional individual 
story brought to life the horrors suffered by so 

many people during the holocaust. Ann told the 
ceremony, “It is vital that we remember the scale 
of the atrocities of the Holocaust and ensure that 
the tragedies never happen again. 

You can see Ann talking more about the story on 
this video .https://youtu.be/NSgIhXAEJJw 
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John Blek & Rainy Day Woman on 
Saturday 22nd February @ Thimblemill

John Blek is much loved for his enthralling live 
shows full of humour, pathos and his impassioned 
musical delivery. A master storyteller and a 
stunning fingerstyle guitar player. A must-see act 
for 2020 and a true artist.Rainy Day Woman is an 
acoustic folk duo comprising of Hannah Pawson 
and Gabriel Wynne. Their debut EP Gallows Green 
is a collection of songs about the resilience of 
women. See here for tickets:https://
www.list.co.uk/event/1483217-john-blek-plus-rainy-
day-woman/83359-thimblemill-library-smethwick/

Bearwood Promoters are delighted to present the 
second in a series of monthly live music nights, 
Bear Grooves, bringing back live music to the 
legendary Bear Tavern. 
Details here:http://livebrum.co.uk/the-bear-tavern/
2020/02/07/pagans-soh-and-huds-at-bear-grooves

Live Music in Bearwood
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