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Welcome Renata 
Hi! I’m Renata, the newly 
appointed Community 
Engagement Lead for 
Bearwood Hub CIC  
www.bearwood.cc. I left London 
for Bearwood two years ago, 
and I am not disappointed! I 
love theatre – I can’t wait for 
them to open up again. In the 
meantime I have been watching 
lots of archive footage online 
mainly ballet and opera.  

My role is to work with Sally 
Taylor who is leading the 
development of the Hub, and I’ll 
primarily be trying to develop or 
actively support initiatives to 
make life a bit easier during the 
Covid-19 pandemic, which, I’d 

like to think, is a way of helping 
each other grow! 

I’d like to talk to YOU…… 
So, if you don’t know much 
about the Bearwood Hub but 
would like to know more, 
please get in touch!  
If you have ideas on how to 
interact in our community, 
please get in touch!  

If there were initiatives that you 
heard about, dreamt about or 
helped you during the Summer 
lockdown and you want to share 
them with others in our 
community, please get in touch!  

No idea is too small! You can 
reach me on 
renata@bearwood.cc or Sally 

on 07832259658 if you prefer 
the phone. 
More from Renata on Page 2 
with info about a Bearwood 
Recipe Book to raise money for 
Smethwick Foodbank, following 
an initiative from residents in 
Park Road.

It has been a difficult year for many people. 
So, here’s to a happier & healthier  2021

http://www.bearwood.cc/
mailto:renata@bearwood.cc


Bearwood Hub CIC is proud to announce that 
we are working on a new community project.  

It began as a Park Road project during the 1st 
lockdown as a way for residents to keep in touch 
with each other. Since then it developed into an 
idea of a baking book for and by Bearwood 

A community recipe book of cakes, bakes and 
sweet treats. Proceeds from the sale of the book 
will go to support Smethwick Foodbank. 

To make the book happen, we are aiming 
to get around 50 recipes. That’s where 
we need you! 

Do you have a recipe that brought you joy during 
lockdown?  

Would you like to share it with your community? 
Has the recipe been passed down through your 
family? Learnt it from a friend? 

If you answered yes to any of those questions – 
we would love to hear from you and the story 
behind the recipe! 

We are especially keen for recipes… 

From a variety of cultures and traditions 
present in Bearwood 

Old favourite classics 

Vegan and ‘free from’ recipes 

Easy to find ingredients 

Cheap and cheerful options 

You may submit your recipe using the form here 
https://airtable.com/shrHKzl86CPBeIDRB or 
send an email to renata@bearwood.cc

Bearwood Bakes in Lockdown

https://airtable.com/shrHKzl86CPBeIDRB
mailto:renata@bearwood.cc


Congratulations to Bearwood’s very own sporting star

Congratulations to Ollie Lawrence, Bearwood’s 
very own England sporting international. Having 
played his way through the England junior 
ranks, rugby star Ollie was a called from the 
bench for England’s Six-Nations championship 
team against Italy in Rome’s Stadio Olympico, 
before starting in games against Georgia and 
Ireland at Twickenham. 

His parents, Mike and Sue in Galton Road must 
be immensely proud of the 21-year old 
Worcester Warriors player, who has been called 
one of the most exciting young players in the 
Premiership this year and has been described 
as England’s brightest rugby prospect. 

One of his neighbours said of Ollie… ”I 
remember him as a typical skinny kid on the 
street now he is a man-mountain.” 



SWEDA (Skills Work and Enterprise Development 
Agency) are a registered Charity based in the heart of 
West Bromwich and have been supporting local 
communities and families since 1989. Our aim is to 
enable and empower local communities to realise 
their full potential and achieve their goals. 

SWEDA are based in West Bromwich; just a short walk away from the main Bus Station and transport 
routes. We have a team of dedicated and qualified Advisors and Mentors to help you to find a job, 
access further education and training or help you to explore a business idea to start your own business. 

We provide the following services: 

• IT training and making the most out of the online world    • Support with job searching and completing 
job application forms    • Support with personal presentation and Interview Skills   • Managing your 
money and money saving tips  • Welfare Benefits advice and support including Universal Credit and 
health related benefits, e.g. Personal Independent Payments (PIP) and support to deal with money 
worries   • Helping you to take the first steps to build your confidence   • Advice and support to start or 
grow your business e.g. developing a business plan, advice about HMRC, marketing and raising finance 

• We also run regular Coffee Mornings where you can meet other local people to get to know us as a 
team and find out more about what we can do to help you.  

For further advice or support please contact SWEDA via any of the following methods: 

Phone: 0121 525 2558    Email: sweda@sweda.org.uk      Facebook: www.facebook.com/
swedaservices 

Although there will be no 
countdown to switch on, no mince 
pies etc…we’re pleased to 
announce that…WE ARE HAVING 
OUR CHRISTMAS TREE!
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